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A “magical place”

in uncertain times
A parent’s perspective

The world may be upside down out there but
life as part of the CICC community is as joyful
and magical as ever. When the pandemic hit last
year, we had no idea how things would unfold.
We were mourning the loss of all the incredible
learning opportunities and connection our
child was just starting to show. The incredible
staff at CICC immediately pivoted to a virtual
platform and created a wonderful, engaging,
and structured program that our kiddo (who
had never before been exposed to tech)

immediately connected with. We did not get that is always so cleverly embedded in play

to see them daily, but the teachers continued and his daily routine at school. Through emails
to reach out to us almost weekly, celebrated all and video calls, the CICC therapy consultants
our little gains with us, and offered resources were able to assess his skills and provide us
and so much support. They sent us visuals, with meaningful, effective, and creative ideas
songs, and ideas so we could continue to we could implement ourselves to help him
offer him adapted preschool at home. The continue to develop his motor, speech, and
impulsivity, frustration, sensory seeking and communication skills. That disconnection and

aggressive behaviours that were his response to  regression we were fearing — it never happened.
change and boredom started to decrease as we

introduced more elements of his CICC program. ~ When things opened up again and we were
offered the opportunity to return in October,
His therapy team reached out and helped it was one of the hardest decisions of our lives.

us update his home program so we could COVID numbers were rising in the city, were we

continue to offer him the “sneaky” therapy MAGICAL — continues on next page
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MAGICAL - continued...

ready to pop open our bubble to
the unknown after eight months
of total control and isolation?
The team sought out our
input throughout the process,
answered all our questions,
gave space for all our anxieties,
and made a gut-wrenching
decision so much easier. Every
single day our child gets to be
at school is totally worth the
risk. The joy on this kid's face
when we talk about school,
when he sees that building, and when we see his
daily reports would melt your heart.

CICC leadership has been amazing. Jacqui has
been so supportive, transparent, responsive, and
clear with her expectations of us as a community.
My usual response after an ambiguous
government announcement is to panic. It is
incredibly comforting to open my inbox shortly
after to find she’s already written an email to
clarify, calm, and explain the implications to CICC
parents.

The incredible educators are the hardest
working, caring, creative, and skilled team |
have ever met. They have found a way to take
the ongoing changes and restrictions and run a
strong and incredibly comprehensive program.
With fewer hands and more responsibilities, the
quality of care, education, and fun has never
been compromised. The educators and therapy
team have found such innovative ways to engage
the children in being active participants in

their own learning/care and find opportunities
to empower every single one of them to
support the classroom environment or peers.
Every child is seen as someone with strengths
they can contribute. Professionally | have

been involved in the early intervention and
disability communities for over a decade.

It absolutely blows my mind that this

level of genuine inclusion exists in the

world.

Reports from the day often move us to tears
seeing our tiny apprehensive human taking on
helping roles, working alongside peers, and
looking so confident. The teachers sent home

a note one day that our child and two of his
peers initiated singing a song together. They

had a blast singing about rainbows and colours.
A normal day in preschool, right? What really
got us was that these three children were able
to enjoy this experience together using five
different communication systems. FIVE. One
communicates verbally, one uses signing as a first
language, and each of them have different visual
talkers.

CICC is not only teaching them ways to
communicate their own individual thoughts, they
are teaching them to understand and connect
with others that are different from them. That
their bodies, neurology, and learning needs

are unique, but never a barrier. Having fun and
playing with your friends is universal here.

After reading the 30-page provincial manual
describing all the things daycares are no longer
able to do, we wondered what kind of learning
environment we were coming back to? | would
not have thought it possible, but the wonderful
CICC team have found ways to expand the
learning opportunities and foster an even deeper
sense of community. Our child has found his
place, with his people. We are eternally grateful
to have been given an opportunity to be a part
of this magical place.

— CICC Parent

Join the {{34SBlub)
and keep Centennial’s
kids connected.
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H2H Pilot
ProjEc-l;
underway...

thanks to the
generosity of the
Aubrey & Marla
Dan Foundation

Premature infants represent
approximately one third of the children
referred to CICC's Early Intervention
Program every year. Thanks to the
advances of modern medicine, health
professionals are able sustain life for these
precious bundles of joy until such time as it is
safe for them to go home.

Until that time arrives, the baby and their
family spend many weeks and often months
in the clinical environment of the Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit (NICU), where they are
surrounded by the medical technology that
is critical to their survival. The stress, anxiety
and shock the family experiences daily is very
real and can have long lasting effects.

$10/month =
$25/month =
$50/month =

The Hospital to Home Pilot Project
(H2H) is intended to help families deal
with these effects while preparing them
and their baby for a safe transition home.

Supporting discharged families from
Sunnybrook’s Boost Program, the Early
Intervention team will follow and
document the results of two cohorts of
infants, those in the H2H program and
those who are not, to assess outcomes
for both the infant’s development and
the families’ mental health for two years.
Researchers from Ontario Institute for
Studies in Education (OISE) will track
results and CICC will make findings
available to partners across the child
development and family mental health
fields.
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CICC programs and services remain
accessible—thanks to Quantum!

Access to virtual care for those with
complex medical needs is critical in these
challenging times.

Quantum Lifecycle Partners LP provided
22 laptops—a donation that ensures CICC
families, who would not have otherwise
been able to, can participate in programs
and access services from the safety of their
own homes. Thank you Quantum, for giving
Centennial’s Kids the best start in life.

$500,000 over 3 years...

we couldn’t be more gratefu\!

Wittington Investments Ltd. and

its employees have for the past three
Octobers, partnered with the Centennial
Infant and Child Centre Foundation during
its Wittington Cares fundraising initiative.
The result is over $500,000 invested in
improving the lives of kids with disabilities
and their loving families.

We are truly grateful for your
care, your involvement, and
your efforts to support our
programs and services. \We
wish you well as you move on
to a new challenge in support
of another worthy cause.
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Parents and caregivers are a child’s
greatest champion. They know firsthand
the difference programs like Centennial
Infant and Child Centre have on the
development of their children. We want
to acknowledge and thank these parents
for their fundraising efforts in support of
Centennial’s Kids.

t\'\aNk YOU!

$2,885

Dana Chapman
Yoga Fundraiser

$3,025

Paula ter Kuile
Friends of Daisy Fundraiser

The Bee My Friend Campaign

is the perfect opportunity to
invite your friends, family, and
colleagues to give to a cause close
to your heart.

This year’s campaign starts on
Mother’s Day and ends May 16th.

Assemble your team of
supporters, set your goal, & help
us fundraise $75,000.

Bee a Friend for kids with
disabilities. Register today!
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Thank you to all donors for your generous support!

p0wer%ng * Annual Donations

September 1, 2020 - February 28, 2021

$50,000 +
Wittington Investments Ltd.

the campaign for Centennial’s kids
Karkas, Nicholaos & Sarah

Laansoo, Marje

Nixon, Gordon

Anonymous

Atif, Ayub

Attanasio, Mark & Laura
Dottori-Attanasio

Bain, Rosemary

Barry, David

Beber, Shawn

Benham, Chris

Beutel Goodman
Charitable Foundation

Clark Family Foundation
Bhat, Sneha

Black, Bradley
Blaszczyk, Anna

BMO Financial Group
Bond-Gorr, Debra
Borissova, Danielle
Chinery, Susan & Bill
CIBC

CIBC Children’s
Foundation

Clarke, Kim
COMART Foundation
Coupal, Charles
Damley, Karen
Dewar, Steve
Dhaliwal, Navdeep
ECN Capital Corp.
Ernst, Mark
Exshaw, Christian
Friedman, Alan
Gibson, Carol & R. Craig
Gravel, Monique
Hannah, Barb
Hoffman, Steven
Hristovski, Aleks
Keillor, Candy
Kelley, Ninette
Khullar, Vik
Kimmel, Jessie
Knispel, Willemijn
Kohn, Iris & Harry

Kowal, Barry John

Kumaresan, Sugi &
Sugarna

Lee, Matthew

Leon, Robert &
Maureen

Marsh, Chris
McCrindle, Lori
Metivier, Charles &
Caporiccio, Rita
Michaels, Richard & Lisa
Mitz, Rory

Mol, Kevin

Morris, William & Mary
Moyer, Mike

Patel, Rachna
Piccininni, John

Picov, Josh

Puchta, Magda

Rai, Bipan

Robbins, Jacqui
Rosszell, Ad
Schlumpf, Ron
Sheldon, Larry & Paula
Sheppard, Kristen
Spiropoulos, Takis
Steve & Sally Stavro
Family Foundation
St-Onge, Marc

TD Bank Group

Tolias, Christina
Vestby, Acushla

Wallace, John & Erminia
Pedretti

Watson, Matthew
Watson, Tim
Watson, Jennifer
Wildgoose, Julie

Williamson, James & Janet

Wilson, Tanya
Wong, Calene
Yang, Lan

Anonymous Donor

$20,000 +

Barrett Family Foundation
DAC Foundation

$10,000 +

Sherry & Sean Bourne
Family Foundation

Binning, Paviter
David, Emlyn
Robbins, Stuart &
Joyce

$5,000 +
Anonymous Donors
Barnett, William & Karen
CIBC

Concord Adex Inc.

Ellis Don Corporation

Leon, Robert &
MacDonald-Leon,
Maureen

Mariano Elia Foundation
Ouellette, Gilles & Julia
Royal Bank of Canada

$1000 +

Anonymous Donor
Alderman, Joan
Brown, Jennifer
Chinery, Susan & Bill
Christie, Kathleen
El-Behairy, Adham
Lawler, Lisa
Meehan, Patrick

Penery Building Solutions
Peregrine Protection Inc.
Shalhoub, Shealyn & Matt
Tang, Eddie

Temerty Foundation

Ter Kuile, Martha
Thompson, Gregory &
Jennifer

Tompkins Insurance Ser-
vices Ltd.

Rotary Club of Toronto
Charitable Foundation
Walters, Lenore

Watson, William & Barbara
WB Family Foundation
Yang, Mo

Yeates, David & Wendy

$500 +

Ash, William

Auer, Anthony & Erica
Decicco, Anthony
Dottori-Attanasio, Laura
Fine, Randi

Frastell Associates Inc.
Hannah, Barb
Hristovski, Aleks
Interware Systems Inc.

Lee, Matthew
Lee-Chin, Paul
Mahawela, Harsha
Martin, Bill & Coral
McLernon, Diane
Norgate, Bill & Kerry
Ovens, Howard

Picov, Josh

Purcell, JoAnn
Resolute Funds Ltd.
Ridout, Derek & Margo
Rotman, Kenneth
Salah, Altaf

Saldaris, Demetra
Saunders, David & Mary
Seed, Nicholas & Jane
Slaight, Gary
Starkman, Deborah
Ter Kuile, Paula
Toronto Maintenance
Company

KidsClub Donors
Andrada, Theresa
Araniyasundaran,
Balakumar

Behkne, Jessica

Ciudad Real, Evelyn
Dinsmore, Carolyn & Larry
Fine, Randi

Lam, Emily
Lim-Fook, Eddie
Marwood, Barbara
Smith, Linda
Symons, Margaret
Valenzuela Tamayo,
Fernando & Varoni,
Daniela

Wheeler, Robert
Yau, Simon

1580 Yonge Street
Toronto, ON MA4T 128
416.935.1200
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