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We are half way to our goal of  
$10 million to increase and protect our 
capacity to serve children with special 
needs. Our story has been well received 
and generously supported by old friends 
and many, many new ones. While we 
still have a way to go to reach our goal, 
the joint Building Committee and the 
negotiating team of the Foundation Board 
have been busy searching for a new home.

We have looked at many proper ties, been 
interested in three, but as yet have not 
secured our final site.  

Our current location is stretched beyond 
capacity and the need for our services 
continues to grow. Both boards are 
committed to finding the right solution. 

You can help by just sharing our story 
with everyone you know. You might be 
surprised at how many of your friends and 
acquaintances will be interested and might 
want to help. Thanks for caring and we 
will keep you posted!

Happy
 Thanksgiving
      from @CentennialsKids



Interviews with Centre Board 
Chair, Karen Damley and 
Foundation Board Chair,  
Tim Watson

CICC: Why did you choose to become a CICC or 
CICCF volunteer Board member?

Karen: Several family members and friends of mine 
have children with special needs. I see the joys, 
triumphs and tribulations that these children and 
their families go through first hand. Through their 
programs and expert staff, CICC does so much to 
help families of children with special needs and I 
admire all that is done. I thought I could contribute 
my skills to helping CICC fulfill on its promise of 
hope and bright futures for these very special 
children and their families.  

Tim: I don’t remember not being involved in 
CICC so I can’t claim it was a choice to become 
involved. I remain involved because I believe CICC 
is, and should be, a model of how compassionate 
communities support and assist children with 
developmental delays. It brings together 
government and private monetary support with 
immense amounts of volunteer hours and assists 
children at the point in their life where assistance 
makes the greatest impact. Plus, the kids are pretty 
cute.

CICC: How long have you been associated with 
Centennial?

Karen: I have been on the Centre board for six 
years, and have enjoyed every minute of it!

Tim: I was an integrated student in  
the preschool program during the mid-80s while 
my mother was a classroom volunteer. In one way 
or another, I have been associated with Centennial 
ever since. As a child, my siblings and I stuffed 
envelopes with newsletters. I was a classroom 
volunteer when I was in University. Most recently  
I have been on the board of the foundation  
since 2011. 

CICC: What has the experience been like for 
you? Rewards/ challenges.

Karen: The rewards are pure personal joy and 
professional satisfaction, knowing I am affiliated 
with CICC, which by all measures is an exceptional 
organization. Despite limited resources, the CICC 
does its utmost to better the lives of its delightful 
children by helping them get on the path to fulfilling 
their potential. 
 I am thrilled to be a very small part of an 
organization that is so dedicated to helping Toronto 
families. I am constantly in awe of all the amazing 
volunteers at CICC, in and out of the classroom. 
Their dedication to the kids and their families as well 
as their diligence motivate me to continue doing as 
much as I can for this wonderful organization. 
 There are two key challenges for the Centre: 
1) sufficient annual operating funds to meet the 
growing need  in Toronto for early intervention 
services; and 2) physical relocation of the Centre  
in order to be more accessible to the community  
it serves. 
  Faced with stagnant government funding and 
the growing need in Toronto for CICC’s services, I 
cannot stress enough what a phenomenal partner 
the CICC Foundation has been. The Foundation has 
provided financial support to the Centre for years, 
allowing it to provide quality services throughout 
Toronto. However, this is becoming even more 
challenging now that the Foundation has taken on  
the additional goal of raising $10 million so CICC 
can move to a more accessible building in a part of 
Toronto where the need is great. 

Tim: CICC has always been an incredibly positive 
experience. How could it not be? It’s about building 
children up. The challenges we face as an organi-
zation representing a disparate and unorganized 
population are frustrating but the work Barb, her 
team and the volunteers do make it an easy story 
to tell. 

Tim 
Watson

Karen  
Damley

VOICE
volunteer



C In Memoriam c

It is with a heavy heart, we share sad 
news about one of our valued and 

long-standing volunteers.

Hazel Newton, a generous 
supporter of Centennial, died 
suddenly on Friday evening from a 
heart attack. As most of you know, 

Hazel has been playing the piano for 
the kids, on Fridays, for over 10 years. 

In fact, she played for the children on 
the morning of her death. Hazel was a 

talented, professional musician who enjoyed 
spending time at CICC. In her earlier days, she was 

an oboist with the Chicago and Toronto Symphonies. 
More recently, she led Group Drumming workshops. Her 
interest in Centennial began many years ago when her 
daughter, Katherine, was a student. Katherine is now 
one of our Classroom Assistants. 

The family told us there will be a memorial service for 
Hazel in late fall or winter. We will share the date with 
you once those details are available. 

For those who knew Hazel and wish to send their 
condolences to her family, please contact Candy for 
further information. The Centennial community lost a 
special person.

Get Ready for

NOVEMBER 2018

CICC: What will be your focus as Board Chair  
for this year?

Karen: My focus for this year is squarely tied to 
the two challenges I see for the Centre. The Centre 
Board has taken on the significant goals of reducing 
the early intervention waitlist and moving the Centre 
from its current location to another, more accessible 
one. The Centre Board cannot do this without 
the help of the CICC Foundation and many other 
stakeholders in the CICC community, including our 
exemplary staff, our dedicated volunteers and all our 
other partners who are working to help us identify 
and close on suitable new premises.

Tim: We are laser focused on finding a new building 
for the next era of Centennial. 

CICC: What is your vision for the future of the 
organization?

Karen: The vision is simply to eliminate the waitlist 
and expand our services to include groups in our 
CICC community who we know are currently 
underserved. Examples of what CICC would like to 
offer in our new premises are things like an outdoor 
playground, toddler programs, even more resources 
for parents and last but not least, a great space 
for our school volunteers who give so much of 
themselves.  

Tim: I see Centennial as being the world leader in 
early childhood education for our population of 
children and families. I don’t think it’s a stretch at 
all to say that if what we are trying to do doesn’t 
happen in the rich, diverse and empathetic city of 
Toronto, it will not happen anywhere else. 

Hazel 
Newton & 

her daughter, 
Katherine



Thank you to all donors for powering the children and families  
of Centennial with your generous support!  
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WATCH YOUR MAILBOX AND YOUR INBOX FOR THIS YEAR’S ANNUAL APPEAL. 
 

Charitable Registration No.: 89408 2437 RR0001

http://www.cicc.ca
http://www.cicc.ca/foundation/
https://twitter.com/centennialskids

