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Simone Graduates!

First Day at Centennial - September 2008

Graduation Day - June 2012

Simone began preschool at Centennial Infant and Child Centre in September 2008. She was shy, tentative,
not yet walking independently, communicating primarily through gestures, sign language, and a few words.
Simone graduated from Kindergarten in June 2012, an enthusiastic and engaging 6 year old who loves to
run, have conversations with her friends, and will entertain a crowd with her lively rendition of O’ Canada!
During her years at Preschool, Simone’s teachers and volunteers worked on helping her develop her
communication skills, mobility, problem solving skills, and independence. Although Simone would often use
her charming personality to avoid the tasks at hand, in the end her strength and determination would help
her to succeed in many challenges that she was faced with. Whether taking her first steps, completing a
4-piece puzzle, or counting to 5, all of her accomplishments were celebrated.
In Kindergarten, she began to form friendships with her peers. She was always the first to remark on who
was present and who was absent day-to-day. Simone played ball with her friends, held their hands while
walking down the sidewalk and loved just being silly with them. Simone is now writing her name,
maintaining conversations, and is completely independent in the classroom.
It has been such a pleasure to be able to work with this incredible little girl. Simone was like a ray of
sunshine when she walked through the door each afternoon, giving us each our daily hug. We are so
overwhelmed by her growth and development while here at Centennial and know that her future holds much
to look forward to.
To Simone and her family, we look forward to hearing about her ‘life after Centennial’ and all the wonderful
adventures that lie ahead.
-Kim Saltsman and Lisa Fantauzzi
Simone’s teachers

Did You Know?

Nine & Dine
Each year, Centennial Infant and Child Centre Foundation’s “Nine & Dine Golf Tournament” raises funds to
support the centre’s Early Intervention, Child Care Consultation, Kindergarten, and Preschool programs. We
nd
were once again thrilled with the response from our supporters and friends of Centennial. Our 2 Annual
th
Nine & Dine Golf Tournament held on Monday June 4 at the Ladies’ Golf Club of Toronto was not only a
sell-out but a great success!
It was a rainy day but that didn’t stop 72 golfers from swinging in support of Centennial Infant and Child
Centre’s programs. Everyone enjoyed a great day of golf on beautiful greens and an intimate dinner with
friends of Centennial. Congratulations to Tom Worrall, Brien Dane, Brian Blachford, and Mort Mitchnick who
were on this year’s winning team (pictured below).

Special guests that attended this year’s Nine and Dine included Belinda Netley (former Executive Director of
the Centre), Bill Smith (former Chair of the Foundation Board), and Sherry Garner (Mother of Maggie and
Quinn) who was kind enough to share stories and pictures of her daughters and reminded us all why
Centennial’s programs are so important to the development of each child and their family.
Thank you to everyone who helped us raise $25,000 to support our critical programs! Many thanks to our
Lead Sponsor, RBC Capital Markets, and our Volunteer Golf Committee for organizing a fantastic
tournament in support of Centennial.

Save These Dates…
th

Sunday November 25 , 2012
Magical Transformations…Our fun-filled family fair in collaboration with Kohai Educational Centre and Camp
Winston will be held again at the Wychwood Barns (601 Christie Street) on Sunday, November 25th, 2012.
th

Saturday January 26 , 2013
Centennial’s 4th Annual Curling Bonspiel will take place at the Toronto Cricket, Skating, and Curling Club on
Saturday January 26th, 2013.
These events raise critical funds for our programs supporting children with developmental challenges.
Please plan to join us!

Volunteer Recognition
Volunteer Service
Awards Presentation
Pictured from left:
June Rom-Roginski,
Margaret Tooth,
Judy Finlay,
Deborah Brown, and
Margaret Symons.



Over 120 classroom volunteers came
through Centennial’s doors last year



We currently have 16 volunteers who
have volunteered 10 years or more



Volunteers are between 18 to 84 years



Our volunteers come from all walks of
life. We have students, retirees, stayat-home moms, working people who
take time off their jobs to volunteer
each week, new Canadians putting
down roots in the community, people
looking for work, and recent graduates
trying to decide what they want to do
next.



As well as on-the-job training,
volunteers take part in short training
seminars offered every few weeks
during morning coffee break.



At the end of each year, volunteers are
invited to a catered reception where
parents and school staff can show
their appreciation for all our
volunteers do to make Centennial’s
unique program possible.

Absent:
Vicki Macrae and
Beatrice Boivin

The Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration’s Ceremony,
held on June 22, 2012, celebrated and honoured volunteers
in Ontario. The following volunteers were presented with a
Volunteer Service Award to recognize their commitment and
dedication to Centennial. Congratulations and thank you to:
Ms. Vicki Macrae for 20 years of service
Ms. Margaret Symons for 15 years of service
Mrs. June Rom-Roginski for 10 years of service
Ms. Margaret Tooth for 10 years of service
Ms. Beatrice Boivin for 10 years of service
Ms. Deborah Brown for 5 years of service
DOUGLAS FALCAO

If you dropped into Centennial during coffee break on a couple of Mondays this year, you might have found
the volunteers being organized into an impromptu band in the lounge. The leader of the band is Douglas
Falcao, a classroom volunteer since October. Douglas also accompanies the upstairs teachers during
music circle, either on piano or with one of his vast collection of instruments.
Douglas has a deep love of music, travelling back to his native Brazil in the summers to study music theory
and voice at a conservatory there. He is self-taught on all the instruments he plays – a long list, which
includes the recorder, clarinet, trumpet, guitar, piano, ukulele, ocarina and harmonica.
For the past eight years, Douglas has been Choir Director at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church in the Dufferin
and Bloor area. St. Anthony’s serves an immigrant community, with six different communities celebrating
mass in their own language. Douglas is a good fit to the church community as he has “a fascination with
linguistics” and speaks five languages fluently: Portuguese, English, Spanish, French and Italian. He is also
conversant in Korean, Mandarin, Cantonese and German. Since becoming a volunteer at Centennial and
socializing with the church community, Douglas has begun doing support work with a young autistic man
his own age (27) and a 16-year-old boy with Down Syndrome. Spending time with these young adults has
opened his eyes to the discomfort many people feel when interacting with people with disabilities.
Douglas is passionate about volunteering his time at Centennial. It has, he says, given him “a new
perspective in teaching – an understanding that there aren’t any linguistic barriers that can’t be overcome.”
But most of all, he says, as a volunteer “you’re the one who learns the most, and the children are always
teaching you – teaching that they can always learn and grow if they’re given the opportunity.”
-Judy Campbell
Volunteer Coordinator
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