
MARK THIS DATE FOR OUR 
NEW FUNDRAISING EVENT!!  

On Saturday January 30th, 2010, 
CICC will be holding its’ first 

Charity Curling Bonspiel at the 
Toronto Cricket, Skating and Curling 

Club.  Stay tuned for updates.
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Summer in the Centre 

This year Centennial ran its very first 
summer camp for returning and graduat-
ing preschoolers. The program consisted 
of five half days a week for two weeks and 
parents couldn’t have been happier. “It 
filled a gap for families who find it dif-
ficult to find programs for their children in 
the summer,” says Kim Clarke, Manager 
of Centre Operations. Nine lucky children 
launched the day camp on July 20th and 
word is they had a blast. 

As if that’s not enough, for three mornings 
over three weeks in August, CICC offered 
its popular Playgroup. With a particular 
focus on attracting new students enrolled 
in preschool in September, the playgroup 
helped 12 soon-to-be students and parents 
familiarize themselves with their new 
surroundings. It also allowed parents to 
meet other parents and gave them a chance 
to witness what will soon become their 
children’s day-to-day activities, says Kim. 
Tailoring the program to new students 
has become paramount after last year’s 
staff experienced easier transitions with 
children who attended the playgroup. The 
success of these programs is helping fulfill 
a long term objective of the School and 
Foundation to use the school facility year 
round.

A Very Special Thank You to Centen-
nial’s Valued Donors & Sponsors

Centennial Infant and Child Centre Foun-
dation would like to express our sincere 
appreciation on behalf of the children, 
parents and friends of Centennial to:

American Women’s Club in Toronto
Katherine Badeau
Tony and Robyn Eames
Mandy Lai
Pina Sciarra
Jordan Elliott and Lynne Griffin-Elliott 
Foundation
Murray & Susan Armitage Foundation at 
the Toronto Community Foundation
Toskan Casale Foundation
Ronald McDonald House Charities

Centennial is happy to announce that a 
group of students from Toronto’s College 
Francais 
won a grant 
of $5,000 as 
participants 
in the Youth 
and Phi-
lanthropy 
Initiative 
(YPI). A 
unique and 
innovative 
program created by the Toskan Casale 
Foundation, YPI students select one char-
ity for which they advocate and compete 

“Celebrating the beginning of the next 40 years of service to the 
children and families in our communities”

Mandanha Jackson, Chris Enriquez, 
Eva Monteiro, Sam Earle
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with the hope of winning a grant for their chosen organi-
zation. In the process, YPI provides kids with a personal, 
firsthand education in the fundamentals of philanthropy. 

Co-director and founder Julie Toskan Casale is especially 
delighted with the winning grant due to her personal 
relationship with Centennial, one going back almost 10 
years. “It’s very exciting because Centennial is so close 
to my heart,” she says. She started off as a volunteer, 
then tackled a number of fundraisers before joining 
the Board for a number of years. Today she sits on the 
fundraising committee, her devotion to the school unre-
lenting. “I think I’ll be involved with them forever,” says 
Julie, adding, “everyone involved is there for the right 
reasons—the kids—and I think that’s fabulous.”  

Swinging into Spring

On June 2, 2009 , 106 golfers descended upon the Na-
tional Pines Golf and Country Club in Innisfil, Ontario 
for the 14th Annual CICC Golf Classic. And despite the 
turbulent economy and inclement weather, we’re pleased 
to report the event raised over $32,000. Congratulations 
to this years winning foursome of David Williams, Lindy 

Williams, Rich-
ard Scully and 
Rory Tauton. 
With the quanti-
ty and quality of 
donated prizes 
impressive and 
the enthusiasm 
for the event 
high, a great day 
was enjoyed by 
all. Thanks to 

our wonderful volunteers, donors and sponsors, specifi-
cally our Major Sponsor: Wing’s Food Products. A spe-
cial thanks to the time devoted to the organization of the 
tournament by Golf Committee members Mike Lim, Dar-
ren Williams, Alison Smith, Bill Smith, Fernando DaSil-
va, Kit O’Rourke, Alexandra Landsberg, our Co-Chairs 
Bill Smith and Alison Smith and special thanks to Jinhee 
Jeon who braved all the weather conditions to photograph 
the day and all participants. Mark your calendars for next 
year – June 7, 2010. The event raised over $32,000. to be 
used towards the costs of providing therapy services.

A Special Visit 

As you may know, CICC recently went through a facelift, 
designed to improve building accessibility and the safety 
of our children, volunteers and staff. Once complete, 
we were delighted to have the Lieutenant Governor, the 
Honourable David C. Onley dedicate the opening of the 
Centre’s renovated front entrance on May 27, 2009.  The 
Lt. Governor was first greeted by CICC Foundation Chair 

and President, 
Laura Wallace 
along with CICC 
Chair Katarina 
Burkitt. Other 
members of the 
welcoming party 
included Execu-
tive Director Barb 
Hannah, Direc-
tor of Business 
Development & 
Operations, Gord 
Grunwell and 
Foundation Past 
President, Ann Smith. 

Opening ceremonies were followed by the Dedication, a 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony and the singing of O Canada 
by CICC parent and Foundation Director, Alexandra 
Landsberg. Katherine Newton, a former CICC student 
and current classroom assistant, cut the ribbon with His 

Honour. Laura 
provided the clos-
ing remarks after 
which the Lt. Gov-
ernor was given a 
tour of the Centre 
and a chance to 
interact with stu-
dents and teachers. 
“The visit of the 
Lieutenant Gover-
nor was one of the 
year’s highlights,” 

said Laura Wallace, who then offered her gratitude to the 
multiple sponsors who helped make the event a success, 
including the City of Toronto, Nelson Hyland Founda-
tion, Leland Foundation, the Yellow Bus Foundation, Bill 
and Ann Smith, and Harry Kohn, architect.

“Beginning the next 40 years” edition of 
the news publication... 

extends a very special thank you to:

Contributors:
Alexandra Landsberg, Julie Casale, David Naiman, Dorlean Lieghfars-Rotolo,

Jinhee Jeon, Laura Wallace, Kim Clarke and Barb Hannah

Written by: Elisa Birnbaum

Edited by: Alan Walker

Published by:
KCB Graphics.com

To Our Supporters:
A very special THANK YOU to ALL of our Foundation 

Corporate Sponsors, Individual Donors, 
and Event Sponsors for your continued support!

2009 Winning Foursome

Katherine Newton and His Honour David Onley 
cut the ribbon

Barb Hannah and the Lieutenant Governor
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A Centennial Profile 

Alexandra Landsberg grins as she recalls a conversation 
with Executive Director Barb Hannah last year. Parent 
of Centennial student Sam, Alexandra was thrilled with 
her son’s development since he arrived at the school. And 
wanting to give back to the school that had given her 
family so much, she told Barb she was eager to help in 
any way she could. “Barb laughed and said I’d better be 
careful in what I offer and wish for,” remembers Alexan-
dra. But it seems this grateful mother would have the last 
smile. “Little did I know about just how deeply I would 
get involved with Centennial and how thrilled I am to be 
doing what I’m doing,” she says. 

First, Alexandra became one of two parent representa-
tives of the Centre Board. She then joined the Foundation 
Board and was appointed Event Key Activity Champion 
shortly thereafter. With strong people and organizational 
skills, experience in event planning and a seemingly 
endless supply of enthusiasm for CICC, the appointment 
seemed a perfect fit. In 
her new role, Alexan-
dra is liaising between 
the foundation board 
and individual event 
committees, ensuring 
fundraising efforts 
run as smoothly as 
possible. But that’s 
not all. Centennial’s 
committed volunteer 
has also joined all 
three fundraising event 
committees of the June and September Golf Tournaments 
and the newly created January Curling Bonspiel. “I’m 
also working with other parents to create new fundraising 
ideas,” she adds, “and with outside organizations holding 
their own “third party” charity events.”  

There seems no end to Alexandra’s energy and dedica-
tion. And this mom couldn’t be more thrilled with her 
opportunities to contribute.  “I wanted to give back for 
everything they have done for Sam and for us,” she says, 
calling the progress Sam made in two years outstanding.  
“Centennial is a magical place, a special place, a one of 
a kind place. It is place of hope and strength,” she offers, 
adding, “it’s been a lifeline for us and we are so grateful 
and blessed to be part of the Centennial family.” 

Centennial Parents and Children Make us Proud

Picture perfect

Professional photographer, Jinhee Jeon was gracious 
enough to offer her services for a family photo fundraiser 
day at Centennial this past Holiday Season. We couldn’t 
be more appreciative for the $914.70 raised for CICC.

A Shining Star
 
Dorlean Lieghfars-Rotolo’s daughter Jessica is Centen-
nial’s newest (and youngest) celebrity! She appeared in 
Public Service Announcements – two thirty second TV 
commercials and one thirty second radio commercial—
for the Canadian Association for Community Living 
(CACL) in commemoration of Inclusion Week. The 
spots aired from February till June and Dorlean calls the 
experience a great one for her entire family. “We had 
20 people in our house for the filming of the bedroom 
commercial,” she enthuses. Upon watching them herself, 
Jessica’s reaction was priceless. “She was so excited she 
kept hiding her face in my lap,” say the proud mother. 
“They had to show her them a number of times before 
she saw the whole commercial.”

Update on 2009 Events

Centennial parent and runner, Francesca Gibson, has 
done it again. This time she set her sights on the Ottawa 
Marathon of May 24th, 2009— her first full 42.2 km 
run. As she did last year, funds raised during the event 
went towards the fund she’s dedicated to her son, a CICC 
alumni: The Evan Loves Centennial Fund. The donation 
of over $6,500 will be put to great use, helping offset 
CICC’s ever-increasing transportation costs. Though her 
son has since graduated, Francesca’s dedication to CICC, 
a school she credits for giving her son four special years 
of an invaluable education, remains unwavering. 

On April 18th, 2009, 
Fairlawn Avenue 
United Church pre-
sented the Fairlawn 
Grill-Dinner Fund-
raiser in support of 
Centennial Infant 
and Child Centre. 
Thanks to a lovely 
cocktail reception, 
delicious dinner and 
fun entertainment, 
the Saturday night event was one of a kind, bringing in 
$3005.00. Our appreciation goes to John Kimmel, father 
of staff member Jessie Kimmel, for selecting Centennial 
to benefit from this event.

Katie Finlay—daughter of former CICC employee, Bon-
nie Finlay— and her fiancé David Beeston came up with 
a very unique idea for their wedding of May 2nd, 2009. 
In lieu of gifts, the couple asked their guests to give 
donations to Centennial. The charitable initiative was a 
much appreciated effort. Kudos and congratulations to 
the generous duo.

A recently launched program by Fairmont Hotels & 
Resorts allows Fairmont colleagues to earn a $10 bo-

Laura Wallace and Alexandra Landsberg

Jean Holm, volunteer; Alex Landsberg, parent; 
Helen Smith, volunteer and board member
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nus for every hotel room 
booked through the Friends 
& Family program. Barry 

Landsberg, parent of CICC 
student Samuel, oversees 

the Fairmount program and 
decided to donate his proceeds 

from Friends & Family book-
ings to Centennial as a way of 

giving back. 

The RBC Family & Friends Day at 
Canada’s Wonderland took place on May 

2nd, 2009, one day before the park’s official 
season opening. A portion of each ticket’s pro-

ceeds purchased was given to the Yellow Bus Foundation 
and its recipient charities, including Centennial. Once 
again, the event was a great success. The RBC Fam-
ily and Friends Day at Canada’s Wonderland has been 
extended until November 1, 2009. Thank you to all who 
participated. 

Without you there would be no way

On June 4th, 2009, Centennial volunteers were thanked 
and fêted at the annual Volunteer Recognition Night. Or-
ganized by the ever-committed twosome of Judy Finlay 
and Judy Campbell, the evening was a huge success. It 
was obvious to all who attended that the school’s es-
teemed reputation and countless achievements would not 
be possible without the hard-work and dedicated efforts 
of Centennial’s stream of volunteers. 

Centennial parent and Director of the Centre Board, 
David Naiman  made that fact perfectly clear in a heart-
felt speech that evening. The decision to send his son 
Matthew to Centennial’s preschool was simple for David 
and his wife Natalie. “We knew he was going to get 
one-on-one attention from a group of very special vol-
unteers within our community,” he explained. They were 
right. “We have gained so much,” said David. “Matthew 
has come to thrive thanks to you all, and is progressing 
on a path that we will forever be grateful for.” By the 
looks of it, there are many others—parents, teachers and 
children—who feel similarly grateful, no doubt nodding 
in agreement with David’s final attestation: “Without the 
volunteers, there would be no Centennial as you are the 
back-bone of this organization,” he said. “You are what 
makes Centennial so special.”   

Notes from the Executive Director

There is always an air of anticipation at this time of year 
with the arrival of new children at Centennial. The place 
is humming! However, we also had a busy spring and 
summer at CICC. Some highlights:

•	 The	provincial	Ministry	of	Children	and	Youth	Ser-
vices (MCYS) commissioned a major review of all 
49 Infant Development Programs, including CICC’s 
Early Intervention Program. This process took over 
five months and involved much additional work by 
all CICC’s EI staff. Thanks to each of you for going 
above and beyond to meet the review’s requirements. 
The scope of the review centered on obtaining a thor-
ough description of the data, activities and manage-
ment of our EI service as well as an evaluation of our 
strengths and challenges.  This information will guide 
the Ministry’s work in analyzing the needs of the chil-
dren being served by these programs, and will help to 
determine what improvements are needed across the 
Province. We look forward to receiving a final report 
from MCYS in the fall.

•	 CICC	had	a	wonderful	dedication	ceremony	in	May,	
with the Honourable David Onley, Lt Governor of 
Ontario, presiding over the “official” opening of our 
new ramp and front steps.

•	 In	early	June,	at	an	event	attended	by	over	80	people,	
our remarkable volunteers were recognized and 
thanked for their enormous contribution to the chil-
dren of CICC. Many thanks to Judy Campbell and 
Judy Finlay for organizing this important celebration. 

•	 Our	first	summer	camp	was	a	big	hit	in	July.	Congrat-
ulations to Kim Clarke and Jessie Kimmel for leading 
this new initiative. 

•	 Considering	the	turbulent	economy,	our	deep	appre-
ciation goes out to all those individual donors and 
groups who helped raise significant funds for CICC 
over the last few months such as the golf committee 
who contributed to the success of our 13th Annual 
June Golf Tournament, Francesca Gibson’s extraordi-
nary marathon, parent Jinhee Jeon’s photo fundraiser, 
the generous group at Fairlawn United Church who 
hosted a fundraising dinner in Centennial’s honour 
and parent Barry Landsberg’s unique bonus initiative 
through Fairmont Hotels.

Although the summer is winding its way down, we look 
forward to the autumn ahead and welcoming a new group 
of children and families to Centennial. We hope you en-
joy your stay with us!

Barb Hannah


