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Mihai starts preschool at Centennial!
Three year old Mihai started school this fall, with the same excitement and anticipation of other preschoolers.  Mihai has extra 
challenges though, as he has cerebral palsy.

Follow him through his day!

At 8:00am, Mihai’s family sees him off in the special van driven by Jen and Eddie, two of 
Centennial’s caring drivers.  He is greeted at school by his teacher or volunteer for the day and 
offers them a big smile.

Mihai loves those first few minutes when he lies on the classroom floor, observes his friends 
and plays with toys with his volunteer. His friends join him and he enjoys making them smile 
and laugh.

He soon heads off to the gym where the physiotherapist has planned a special program 
designed to strengthen Mihai’s muscles using mats, large ‘physio balls’ and specially tailored 
equipment.

Back in the classroom, Mihai spends individual time at a table 
with his volunteer, learning to make choices with toys and books, 
watching and listening, learning to activate ‘cause and effect’ toys.  
This is followed by play with paints, glue and water which provide 
lots of sensory experiences.  ‘Story time’ is Mihai’s favourite time 
of the day.

The morning wraps up with ‘music time’.  Mihai sits in a circle with 
all of his friends, accompanied by a piano and the voices of all 
the volunteers, teachers and children singing.  After a round of 
goodbyes, Mihai gets a ride home from Jen and Eddie.  
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  Did You Know?

Fall has arrived and our 45th season has begun! The “new” kids are 
settling in and the “veterans” are excited to be reuniting with their 
teachers and volunteers. We are very pleased to welcome three new 
staff – Lorraine Chiarotto is teaching with Sue Thatcher in the 
preschool program and Diana Sansalone is replacing Jessie Kimmel 
while she is on mat leave enjoying her new son, Brett. As well, Cindy 
Chang has returned to the classroom as our physiotherapist while 
Suzanne Murray is on an educational leave for the year. 

As our Foundation launches its annual campaign, I would like to draw 
attention to our Early Intervention Program.  This is the home based 
service that we provide to approximately 400 children with 
developmental disabilities or at risk for delays at a critical time in their 
life (birth to five years).  The children are referred to us by hospital neo-
natal units, physicians, public health nurses, developmental clinics, 
families and community care access centres. Research clearly shows 
that early intervention provides enormous benefits to children with 
developmental disabilities.  Our eight Early Interventionists and two 
Occupational Therapists are dedicated to ensuring our kids and their 
families receive a very important service during a vulnerable period in 
their lives. Often our staff are the first to reach out, offer hope, and 
lessen the isolation many families feel.  

This service is provided without charge.  Despite receiving no new 
funds from the Provincial Government for the last 10 years, the demand 
for this service has increased 39% in the last five years. This funding 
crisis is having a huge impact on service. Currently, over 90 families 
are waiting to receive the early intervention they so desperately need. 
Limited staffing makes it difficult to deal with the demand.  

Our Foundation and Centre work together tirelessly to offset the 
escalating expenses associated with operating this crucial service.  
Costs have been reduced and funds have been raised but families are 
still waiting far longer than they should.  

Centennial has been so fortunate to have many committed supporters 
over the last 45 years. Our children and families need your help now 
more than ever.

Thank you for thinking of Centennial.  

Barb Hannah 
Executive Director 
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The support from our volunteers and your 
generous donations helps to provide essential 

programs for our children and their families



Planned Giving
Carol and Craig Gibson epitomize the committed, enthusiastic supporters 
of Centennial who we are so proud to have as friends and members of the 
Centennial community!  For 15 years, they have together contributed hundreds 
of hours, working with our children in the preschool program, volunteering time 
with event committees, working tirelessly on our Centre and Foundation Boards 
and assisting behind the scenes with some important fundraising initiatives.

They are now very generously sharing their thoughts regarding planned giving, 
as it relates to their family and future plans of Centennial.

We are all accustomed to making donations to our favourite causes during our lifetime but we can also leave a legacy to a charity 
that is close to our hearts after we are gone.  This can be a way to say thank you to an organization that has either helped us in 
some way or that has been an important part of our lives.  

Craig and I have been involved with Centennial in some way or another for close to fifteen years.  I have been a volunteer in the 
Centre with the pre-school children as well as having served on the Boards.  I have also been involved in many fundraisers over 
the years, including golf and curling.  Craig has been able to use corporate contacts to help secure donations through charitable 
grants.  Through my work with the Board, I have seen the need for ongoing funding to keep our programs thriving.  But it is my 
volunteering with the children on a one-to-one basis that has given me the most pleasure.  I go home each week after volunteering 
feeling so lucky to have been able to spend time with these special children.

For these reasons, when we recently updated our wills, Craig and I chose Centennial as one of our beneficiaries.  Building wealth 
allows you to provide for your family but it can also be put to good use to support the causes that are important to you.  A legacy 
donation can help make a huge difference to someone’s life in the future and it is such a simple thing to do.

-Craig and Carol Gibson

Centennial Infant and Child Centre Foundation Presents…

The 4th Annual Mixed Curling Fundraising Bonspiel

Where:  Toronto Cricket, Skating and Curling Club
When:   Saturday, January 26th, 2013
No curling experience necessary.  Watch for your e-mail invitation and more information on our website!

3rd Annual Nine and Dine Golf Event

Where:  Thornhill Golf and Country Club
When:   Monday, June 3rd, 2013 

Requests for Donations and Sponsors - Please consider sponsoring an event, donating an auction item or a prize such as theatre 
tickets, sporting event tickets, and restaurant gift certificates are most welcome.

These events raise critical funds for our programs supporting children with developmental challenges.  
Please plan to join us!
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A.I.M.A
Armitage Foundation
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J.P. Bickell Foundation                             
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Susan & Bill Chinery                                                                      

Charles Coupal
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Thérèse Culnan                                   
Fernando & Nathalie da Silva

Emma deGroot                                           
Ross & Marilyn Durant
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Louis & Susan Forbes

The Harry E. Foster Foundation
Fred & Mary Pat Fuchs
Carol & Craig Gibson                                  

Jim Giesinger                                   
Ira Gluskin and Maxine Granovsky 

Bill & Mary Horan                                       
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Yung Ping Huang & Wei Qing Liang                                    
Mary Jane & Jack Hurley                                                                                                           

Nelson Arthur Hyland Foundation
Barbe & David Johnson                   
David & Christy Kaiser                        

Mike Keilhauer                                     
Marsha & David Kennedy
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Vicki Macrae
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Bill Girard & Terri O’Brien
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Robert Short
Bill Smith
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Bill & Gail Szego
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Lenore Walters
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William & Barbara Watson

WB Family Foundation                                
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COMART Foundation

A Special Thanks to all our 
Anonymous Donors
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Thank you, on behalf of all the children and families of 
Centennial, for your generous support of our programs. 
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Thank you, on behalf of all the children and families of 
Centennial, for your generous support of our programs. 


