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Sharlene’s golden

moments

In March of 2017 we realised that our
daughter Sharlene who was 6 months
could not support her head, sit upright
or even stand. As first-time parents,
we thought she was just behind in her
development. Little did we know what
we would discover...

Sharlene had begun to roll her eyes
and shake her head uncontrollably. My
mother suggested we seek medical
help just to make sure everything

was okay. My husband and | did

not hesitate. We took Sharlene to a
pediatrician where the doctor noticed
something unusual and referred us to
Sick Kids.

Testing was done and the doctor
diagnosed Sharlene with a rare
genetic condition (GRIN-2B), which
is a neurological condition often
characterized by low muscle tone,
developmental delays, seizures, and
lack of speech. We now knew what
was causing Sharlene’s delays in
speech and motor skills.

As a newly wed couple, we felt

so heart broken but not crushed.
Miraculously, we were connected to
Centennial’s Early Interventionist Jessie
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Power the Potential of children
like Sharlene >
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Kimmel. The first day she
came to our home to assess
our daughter Sharlene |
cried. For some reason | felt
a peace inside of me and a
hope that things would get
better, that Sharlene would
be okay.

Jessie worked so hard with
Sharlene and we were able
to achieve the goals we had
set for her. By the time the
home visits were coming to
an end, Sharlene started to
recognise me. She started to
smile every time | called her
name. Sharlene started to
lift light items such as beads and shake
them as she could not hold anything
for a minute due to weak muscle tone.

After working with Jessie, Sharlene
was ready to transition from in-home
sessions to preschool. We chose
Centennial Infant and Child Centre as
we were confident that she was ready
to meet other children and that she
would receive the support she needed.

It was only after a few weeks at
CICC Preschool that my husband
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Yes | can! Thanks to Kate.
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and | realised we couldn’t afford to
pay for her tuition as | was no longer
able to work. | approached Jacqui

the Preschool Manager and the first
things she said was “Pauline, go have
some tea or coffee. We will figure it
out”. | couldn’t believe it. Through
her support we started applying for
subsidy which did not go through

but luckily our daughter got funding
from the Military Police Fund for Blind
Children.

SHARLENE: continued on next page >

Donate generously
at www.cicc.ca
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Centennial has played a huge

role in Sharlene’s development.

| am so grateful for the teachers
Calene (for always updating us
about Sharlene’s progress, for
taking pictures of Sharlene’s
golden moments such as sitting
independently, standing with
minimum support, making sounds
and more!) Kim for always being
there for us and Sungho for being
the first one to receive Sharlene
upon arrival.

The programs at CICC are
delivered in such a way that

all Sharlene’s developmental
needs were met. She received
Physiotherapy, Occupational
Therapy, Speech and Language
Therapy, not to mention the one
to one support thanks to the
amazing Volunteers! Sharlene’s
favorite part of the day is enjoying
the music circle alongside her
friends which fills my heart with
peace and joy!

While Sharlene is in the class,

| get an opportunity to enjoy
coffee while connecting with
other parents and sharing my
knowledge on décor. Inspired

by the work done at CICC, |

even started a Facebook Group
“Parents of Special Children
Group” so we can stay connected
and support one another. As they

say it takes a village to raise a
child! When Sharlene graduates
this year, we will miss CICC dearly,
as it was not just a preschool, it
became our second home away
from home. The CICC parents and
children became our new family.

For children like my daughter and
the generations of children to
come | dream of the day when
CICC finds a new building. Ideally
the new building would be fully
accessible so the children, parents
and volunteers would not have
to tackle the stairs, making the
transition from one activity to the
other safer and less strenuous on
those who have difficulty climbing
stairs. Having adequate space

for rooms dedicated to specific
activities for the children such as
speech, fully equipped Snoezelen
rooms, and accessible play spaces
indoors and out!

As one of the many families who
transports their child to school,
having a building with enough
parking space for parents and
volunteers is essential. There is
also a need for a dedicated space
where we can rest and socialize
while waiting for our children. It is
a DREAM; | hope comes true very
soon!

— Pauline Mwangi

Neighbour.hoo.d
Challenge

May 10 — Jun€ 24

This peer-to-peer fundraising
campaign is an easy way to raise
money in support of the Early
Intervention Program. You can simply
participate by asking your friends to
help you sponsor a year of service for
a child or you can create a team and
enter the family, business or corporate
challenge.

Teams will compete with one another,
with prizes awarded to the team who
raises the most funds within their
designated industry.

Online sign up begins April 1st.
www.cicc.ca

Centennial’s
Kids visit our
Neighbourhood
Swiss Chalet!
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A legacy of love

Leaving a legacy is a choice, requiring a decision
that must be accompanied by a commitment.
The legacy we leave will be a gift for our family,
for our community; to help others fulfill their true
potential.

You can make dreams come true for
future generations of children with
complex developmental challenges

When our legacy is just money, we help the next by making a bequest in your will to

generation meet a need; when our legacy is our The Centennial Infant & Child Centre
values, we help the next generation accomplish Foundation, charitable number
; i 89408 2437 RRO0O1.
their goals; and lastly when our legacy is our
money and our ValueS' we help the next Expert advice is advised. Please contact

. . . our lawyer or estate planner.
generation achieve their dreams. y y P

—Robert Livingston www.dreamscostnothing.com

2019 Wittington
Fundraiser!

$167,234 raised

by the incredible employees at
Wittington Investments.

Thank you for investing in
Centennial’s Kids!

Qur #a:;ite M’\‘”“\e, °f a\! (;\S you New website
XOXO centensial Kidf launching

soon!



http://www.cicc.ca/
https://twitter.com/centennialskids?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/CentennialsKids/
https://www.instagram.com/centennials_kids/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cicc-foundation

Thank you to all donors for your generous support!
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