
 
 

Kate and Charlotte’s Story 
We are the proud parents of 
beautiful identical twin girls, Kate 

and Charley. At two years old, 

our daughters were diagnosed 

with Rett Syndrome, a genetic 

disorder that leaves most 

diagnosed girls non-verbal and 

non-mobile. After the initial 

shock, we set out to find services 

and organizations that would 

enhance our daughter’s lives. 

Kate and Charley were happy 

and social, loved being with 

other children, and enjoyed 

singing and playing. They 

needed to be in preschool, but 

definitely required one on one 

support. Thankfully our 

Occupational Therapist 

suggested Centennial! 

 

The thought of sending our little girls out into the world alone each day was scary to say the least, 

but the staff at Centennial made us feel at ease every step of the way. From our initial meeting with Kim 

Clarke we knew our girls would be in a loving, caring environment that would be safe and inclusive while 

providing activities and educational scenarios appropriate for Kate and Charley. Reading their 

communication books each day reminds us of how lucky we were to find Centennial. It is truly a place that 

continually impresses us as parents. Their team is regularly working towards Occupational and Physical 

therapy goals; and have been an integral part of developing a communication method the girls will use 

moving forward into JK. 

 

Centennial’s support does not start and stop at the front door. If our girls were ill, we would receive 

phone calls to ask how they were doing. And when one girl became a little ill at school, a staff member 

drove home with her as an extra precaution. The care is genuine, and they’ve always made an effort to 

take into consideration our family’s overall situation. 

The teachers, Kim, Lisa, Lorraine, Jacqui, and Krista have worked hard to make adaptations to the 

classroom and programs that allow Kate and Charley to be a part of all activities. For two years we have 

been in constant dialogue with them to discuss the girls’ changing needs and to enhance their experience 

at CICC. Through the arts and crafts we see, and the pictures emailed to us, we know that each day our 

girls smile, giggle, are hugged, and are loved. 

In September, Kate and Charley will enter JK. Centennial has prepared us for the transition to 

elementary school and has supported our quest to find the right school. We knew that at a moment’s 

request we had a group of advocates ready to speak on the girls’ behalf. 

 

I would like to thank all of the staff at Centennial including the volunteers, therapists, drivers, 

musicians, and teachers that have made the past two years an exceptionally enjoyable and enriching 
experience for the girls and our family. 

 

 

 

-Jamie and Michelle O’Reilly- 
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Centennial Testimonials
 

Having my placement at Centennial 

Infant and Child Centre was the best learning 

experience I could have ever asked for!  All of 

the staff and volunteers were extremely 

welcoming, and they truly made my time an 

amazing experience.  I had never worked with 

children with special needs when I started, 

however each staff member was amazing at 

guiding and teaching me how to work with 

individual needs.  I had the opportunity to work 

with a variety of specialists including a Speech 

and Language Pathologist, Communicative 

Disorders Assistant, Occupational Therapist, and 

a Physiotherapist.  Being able to learn  

 

 

 

 

 

 

from various professionals enabled me to attain 

knowledge that I never could have imagined, 

and I have grown so much as a result!  

The children attending preschool at CICC are 

amazing!  Throughout my placement, I was able 

to work with children with a variety of diagnoses, 

and individual needs.  It was an awesome 

opportunity getting to know the children on an 

individual basis, as I worked one-on-one with 

many different children. All of the children have 

touched my heart, and I love each and every 

one of them!  Overall, CICC has been the best 

placement I have ever had! 

 

Hilary Doner- Student  

 

 

 

What an incredibly special and memorable experience it has been to volunteer at Centennial this 

past year. It was by far the best part of my week, every single week! Whether it was spending one-on-one 

quality time with the children, chatting with other volunteers, or learning a great deal from the teachers, I 

enjoyed my shifts at Centennial so, so much. And how exciting it was to witness children make 

improvements and reach various goals throughout the year! It was so rewarding to work with the children 

each week and feel like you helped them in this process. Everyone at Centennial is kind and caring, and 

the children are so sweet, funny, and special. It is a place filled with love and laughter and so much joy! 

 

Clotilde Yver-Volunteer 

 

 

Centennial has without a doubt been the 

highlight of my week for the last two years. The 

relationships I have built with the children is 

something I will value and cherish forever. Each 

of the teachers, volunteers and staff at 

Centennial are incredibly knowledgeable, 

committed and dedicated to the children. These 

dynamics make it very easy to feel comfortable 

and grow with each of the children. Overall my 

experience with Centennial has been incredible 

and I look forward to coming each week. 

 

Peter Xynos- Volunteer  

 

 

 
Thank you for all of your support and guidance with my child. We are really going to miss all of your 

visits but know that our time is through and you have many more children to help. We are absolutely thrilled 

that our daughter got into silver creek and are looking forward to this next chapter! Best of luck and 

continue working that magic that changes children’s lives for the better. –Gary & Samantha   – Early 

Intervention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Centennial Events 

   

 



 
Skinimarink Improv Night
 
The Skinimarink Improv night was such a 

success in April! Together with your help we 

were able to raise almost $10,000! 

The comedians were fantastic and even 

managed to get some of our attendants up 

on stage for a good laugh. We enjoyed 

seeing everyone out for a night of great 

comedy and even better company.  

Thank you to everyone who came out! 

 

Nine and Dine 5th Annual Golf Tournament 
Our 5th golf tournament was a wonderful success! Marsha Kennedy and her team led an 

amazing event. We had a great day of golfing, socializing and fundraising. A big thank you to all 

our sponsors, donors and each participant. Together we were able to raise over $37,000! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 



Volunteer Party 
We had another amazing year at Centennial. Special thanks to all of our 125 volunteers that 

dedicated their time and energy to Centennial’s children. You are so valued and your support is 

greatly appreciated! We were delighted to honour the following volunteers and their extensive 

time at Centennial. 

 5 year award certificate to Kerry Norgate, Margaret Heather, Tannis Clarkson, Barb 

Swanson, Pat Brady, and Laura Jewett  

 10 year award certificate to Maureen Leon 

 15 year award certificate to Pervin Motiwalla  

 25 year award to Jane Seed. 

 35 year award to Ellen Brackstone. 

 Special mention was made for the 6 nominees: Kathleen Christie, Carol Gibson, Maureen 

Leon, Mavis Taylor, Martha Tafts, and Krystina Walko for the Ontario Volunteer Service  

 

 

We are ONLINE-Stay up to date on Centennial News and Events! 

Twitter: Follow us @centennialskids 

Facebook: Like our page at Centennial Infant and Child Centre  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Pledge Amount:_____________. Enclosed Please find my cheque. 
(Please make cheques payable to Centennial Infant and Child Centre Foundation) 

 

OR 

Please charge my pledge amount to my:  VISA [     ]       MasterCard [      ]       AMEX [      ] 

OR 

Please charge my credit card with a monthly donation of: $_______ for________ months 

 

 

Credit Card #     Expiry mm/yy           Signature 

 

  

Name 

 

 

Address      City   Province 

 

 

Postal Code   Telephone   Email 

 

To donate online, please visit www.cicc.on.ca 

We need your financial support so that we can continue to give 

the children of Centennial the best starts possible in life!  

 

Centennial Infant and Child 

Centre Foundation 

1580 Yonge Street 

Toronto, On M4T 1Z8 



 

Thank you, on behalf of all the children and families of Centennial 

for your generous support of our programs! 

Foundations &  

Corporate  

Supporters  

$1,000 + 

 

American Women’s Club of Toronto 

Aqueduct Foundation 

Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP 

BNY Mellon 

COMART Foundation 

DAC Foundation  

Fairmont Hotels & Resorts 

Fiera Capital Corporation 

J.P. Bickell Foundation 

Leland Foundation Inc. 

Lunan Foundation 

Lysander 

Maitland Foundation 

Michael Crane  

Barrister & Solicitor 

Maple Leaf Sports + Entertainment 

Miller Thomson LLP 

Motorola Solutions 

Nelson Arthur Hyland Foundation 

Northam Diamond 

Red Robin  

Foundation at the Strategic Charitable Giving Foundation 

Steed & Evans  

Holdings Inc. 

The Alice and Murray Maitland Foundation 

The Geoffrey H. Wood Foundation 

The Harry E. Foster Charitable Foundation 

The Clarke Foundation 

The Ira Gluskin & Maxine Granovsky Gluskin Charitable 

Foundation 

The WB Family  

Foundation 

Thornhill Golf & Country Club 

 Thank you to all our 

1000+ Individual  

 

Donors!!   

 

 

 

 

1580 Yonge Street, Suite 300 We’re on the web! 

Toronto, ON   www.cicc.ca 

M4T 1Z8  

 

Thank you to all our 

1000 + Individual 

Donors! 

http://www.cicc.ca/

