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Sophie’s Story 
 
To Friends and Families of 
Centennial… 
 
Our family's life changed on 
November 10, 2009 when our 
daughter Sophie was diagnosed 
with Sanfillipo syndrome.  This 
disease would take our 2 year 
old and slowly affect her 
cognitive and physical functions 
until she eventually succumbed 
to physical disability and 
dementia.  We were told that our 
sweet, normal daughter had a 
life expectancy to her mid-teens. 
 
Any parent can attest to the 
anguish this news caused.  It 
was very important that we take 
charge and make the most of 
our little girl's life and give her 
the attention, love and life 
experiences that would make the 
most of her time with us.  
Centennial, more than any 
institution, has allowed our daughter to make the most of her abilities.   
 
We felt so proud to be able to send our daughter to a preschool that she 
clearly enjoyed. It has so clearly helped her develop her vocabulary and start 
to build speech and interact with other kids.  The friends that she has in her 
class and the experiences that she goes through are the same combination 
that other kids have in their environment.  The difference is that the specific 
needs of our girl and the kids in her class are catered to in order to develop 
them as much as their abilities allow. 
 
We are proud to live in a city and a country that has a facility such as this 
one.  The skill and love of the volunteers and the professional staff have 
made a real difference to our daughter's life and and to our lives. Our Soph 
brings home a piece of Centennial every day, and the mark that Centennial 
leaves will be with her for every day that she has with us.  We are more 
grateful for your support than you'll ever know, and grateful to be part of a 
place that sees so much ability in our child. 
 
Tom and Sarah 
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Carol Gibson, Pervin Motiwalla and Mary Richmond with  

Dr. Eric Hoskins, St. Paul’s MPP 
 
Six Centennial volunteers were recently honoured with Ontario Volunteer 
Service Awards: Marnie Ferguson, Carol Gibson, Pervin Motiwalla, Nan 
Mulroney, Mary Richmond and Jane Seed.  This award recognizes 
outstanding citizens who volunteer their time to a single organization for 
many years, assisting us in building safe, caring and vibrant communities.  
The children and families of Centennial can certainly attest to the vitally 
important work our volunteers do.  Thank you!   

   
 

Save the Date for Centennial’s Exciting New Family Event 
 
 
Where:   Wychwood Barns (located on Christie St. btwn. St. Clair and 
Davenport) 
 
When:    Sunday, October 16

th
 noon to 5:00 p.m. 

 
What:     A fantastic family focused fair with a magic theme, in a ‘streetscape’ 
inside the barn….featuring circus performers, stilt walkers, jugglers, clowns, 
magicians, musicians, face painting, henna art, balloon sculpting,food stalls, 
and …FUN!  
 
This is a collaborative event.  Centennial, Kohai Educational Centre and 
Camp Winston are presenting this event for our communities of children and 
families, as well as the general public.  We expect to raise funds for all three 
organizations and at the same time raise awareness of our programs and the 
impact they have on the lives of so many children and families.   
 
Some of our staff and volunteers are already assisting with the event. Thank 
you!   We would love to have ALL of you attend with your families….children, 
friends, grandchildren.  View our website and follow the announcements on 
the event website……  www.cicc.ca   and www.magicaltransformations.org   

 

Magical Transformations 

Ontario Volunteer Service Awards 
Honours Centennial Volunteers 
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Isabelle Ouellette on her way to 

the prom. 

May 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Francesca Gibson, 

mother of Evan, (a Centennial 

Graduate) at the end of the 

Boston Marathon 

 

 

Isabelle Ouellette 
 

Centennial Grad At Her Highschool Prom! 
 
Perfectly poised and articulate, 18 year old Isabelle Ouellette recently 
recounted some of her high school experiences including her recent prom 
debut.   
 
Isy (as she prefers to be called) attends Heydon Park Secondary School in 
downtown Toronto, a unique TDSB all-female school.  She currently has four 
high school credits and this fall will have her first co-op placement at the 
Bank of Montreal.  Isy enthusiastically talked about attending community 
college in the future and some of the options she is considering: fashion 
studies, make-up artistry, music and computer studies. 
 
Isy’s recent active social life has included two school proms!   She received 
an invitation from Alex, a long-time friend, in contemporary fashion via text 
message.  The ‘grad prom’ for North Toronto Collegiate was to take place at 
the Palais Royale in late May.  Mom’s emerald green prom dress (yes…saved 
in a trunk from Julia’s high school days!) was brought out; it fit perfectly and 
was given a contemporary update.  Grandma Mary and Nanny were called 
upon for make-up and hair expertise.  As her picture attests, Isy looked 
fabulous!  She went off to have dinner by the lake, followed by dancing to a 
great DJ and rests on the lovely outdoor patio…..not to mention a long ‘nap’ 
on the bus the next day on a school excursion to Wonderland! 
 
Congrats Isy on all you have achieved!  Thanks for sharing your story…..we 
always like to hear about our Centennial graduates. 
 

Centennial’s Programs can be Creatively 
Supported by: 

 
. honouring a family or friend’s birthday with a donation to Centennial. 
 
. celebrating an anniversary, housewarming or special birthday with a     
party…. gifts directed as donations to Centennial. 
 
. designating your United Way donation to Centennial ( our charitable 
registration number  is 89408 2437 RR0001). 
 
. joining the ever enthusiastic Francesca Gibson (mother of Evan, a 
Centennial graduate) who has run several marathons and designated gifts 
from her supporters to Centennial!…. see the accompanying photo at the 
finish of the Boston Marathon! 
 
. offering prizes, donations and creative ideas for our fundraising events:  
‘Nine and Dine’ golf, our winter curling bonspiel and our exciting new family 
event, ‘Magical Transformations’ 
 
. contacting  Helen Smith in the Foundation office (416-935-1200 ext.233) to 
talk about and personalize your donation. 

   
 



Friends 
 (2010-11 Donations over $1000) 

 

AGF Management 
Alternative Investments 
American Women’s Club 

Armitage Foundation 

Jeff & Hanne Arnold 
Aviva 

Bradley and Katherine Badeau 
Karen & Bill Barnett 
Bickell Foundation 

Nigel & Judy Campbell 
Patrick Canham 

CI Investments 

Charles Coupal 
Sheila Cowan 

Emma deGroot 
Elliott Family Foundation 

Helen Emanuel 
Michelle & Ian Fischler 

Forest Hill Lions 
Foster Charitable Foundation 

Fred & Mary Pat Fuchs 
Carol & Craig Gibson 

Ira Gluskin and Maxine Granovsky 
Charitable Foundation 

Hyland Foundation 
David & Christy Kaiser 

Dave & Marsha Kennedy 
Edward & Eileen Koncewicz 
Kuttis Family Foundation 

Barry & Alexandra Landsberg 
Leland Foundation 

Robert & Maureen Leon 
Norman & Lisa Leung 

Lunan Foundation 
Mackenzie Financial 

Vicki Macrae 
Jeff McEown 

Yvonne McGregor 

Mike & Pat Moyer 
David & Natalie Naiman 

Steven Pearl 
Michael Peggs & Heather McGhee 

Gilles & Julia Ouellette 
David & Liz Pelletier 

William & Ann Smith 
Steed & Evans Holdings 

Margaret Steed 
William Szego 

Eddie Tang 
Alan & Janet Walker 

Lenore Walters 

Art & Carolyn Watson 
WB Family Foundation 

Kevin & Theresa Widdifield 
Darren & Amanda Williams 

 

A Special Thanks to all our 

Anonymous Donors 

Sponsors and Donors 
 

  
 

                    

                                       

                          

                                                                                            

 

             

 

                        

 

 

                                               

Thank you, on behalf of all the children and families of 
Centennial, for your generous support of our programs. 

 

 

http://www.windmobile.ca/


 


