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Nicholas Wolf.........Then and Now

The exuberant, charismatic and confident

13 year old Nicholas Wolf is a graduate of
Centennial. Nick attended preschool after
receiving our early intervention services at
home as a baby. He had a profound hearing
deficit and wore two hearing aids. While at
Centennial, Nick was very social and thrived
on the program and activities. He communi-
cated largely with gestures and with his very
animated personal ‘style’.

When we spoke
recently, Nick’s
mother Margot
related: “Centen-
nial was such

a supportive
environment for
Nick. Everyone
loved him and
wanted him to
reach his poten-
tial and there
were no limita-
tions. For our
family it was a challenging time. Centennial
was a warm and welcoming place at a time
of uncertainty.”

Nicholas, 3 years

Today Nicholas is an articulate and engag-
ing boy, entering Grade 8 at the Junior
Academy. His passions include: swimming,
martial arts, horseback riding, drama, read-
ing and “getting into mischief”! A cochlear
implant at the age of four facilitated Nick’s

hearing and speech. And speak he does!
Nick’s speech

on optimism

earned him a “

second prize “&

in the TDSB P A ,
Communication o~ w;.,;‘ ‘
Contest for the v ; g

o
Deaf and Hard o o

of Hearing last
year. To quote
Nick: “ With-
out optimism

I would be sad
and upset or
frustrated when I find myself in difficult
situations. In my life I try to make chal-
lenges into good situations.”

Nick, 13 years

What better tribute to the work and support
of staff, volunteers and donors of Centen-
nial!

¢e Centennial was such a
supportive environment for
Nick.....there were no

29

limitations
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Katherine Newton
Staff Member
Extraordinaire

Every day of the week, the
children of Centennial’s
preschool and kindergarten
programs are welcomed with
a smile and warm greeting by
Katherine Newton, a graduate
of the preschool program her-
self! Katherine, 25 years old
now, has been a Centennial
staff member since 2007.

Katherine Newton with Centennial
kindergarten student Simone

When asked about the favourite
aspect of her work at Centennial, Katherine promptly replied:
“I like the kids”. Her responsibilities include playing and in-
teracting with the children, preparation of snacks and activi-
ties and assisting with organization in the classroom.

Katherine recently was showcased in a National Film Board
production titled ‘Tying Your Own Shoes’. In the film, she
was acknowledged as a very talented young artist. Kather-
ine’s colourful works of art, created with felt markers, are
magical and very unique.

In addition to her interest and talent in art, Katherine is a
keen horseback rider. She rides every Sunday at ‘Laura
Hunter’s Giddy-Up Program’ and tells us that one of her rid-
ing companions is Sam Landsberg, a kindergarten student at
Centennial!

Thank you Katherine for all that you do for the children and
families of Centennial.

Cherishing Children for Over 40 Years

Centennial Infant and Child Centre Foundation
2™ Annual Fundraising Curling Bonspiel

Date: Saturday, January 29", 2011
Time: Registration 1:30 p.m.
Place: Toronto Cricket Skating and Curling Club

Please join us for our 2nd Annual Fundraising Open Curling Bonspiel. This promises to be a
fun-filled day for everyone, whether you have curled for 30 years or never curled before in your
life! Enter as a single or enter a whole team. No curling skills are required and there are no
age restrictions.

@ntennial Infant and Child Centre Board of Directoh
Carol Gibson (Chairperson)
Lisa Bonney
Robyn Campol
Jessica Caplan
Jean Holm
Alexandra Landsberg
Mike Moyer
David Naiman
Laura Wallace
Jen Watson

Centennial Infant and Child Centre Foundation
Board of Directors
Laura Wallace (Chairperson)
Jeff Arnold
Jessica Caplan
Carol Gibson
David Kaiser
Alexandra Landsberg
Mike Moyer
Susan Prince
Alison Smith

Theresa Widdifield

/

The Yellow Bus Foundation

The Yellow Bus Foundation has
once again chosen to support
Centennial in keeping with its
mission to “enable children living
with chronic illnesses or disad-
vantaged youth to enrich their
lives- and the lives of their fami-
lies and communities-by expanding their access to program-
ming and support”.

For the past three years the YBF has generously donated
portions of their annual ‘Hundred Hole Golf Tournament’
and ‘Bay Street Stampede’ to Centennial, donations total-
ing $251,000. These donations have ensured the viability of
our specialized transportation services. As one parent stated
recently: “Without this service, my son could not attend the
program. It has been a lifesaver”.

Thank you to two of our Centennial Foundation Board mem-
bers, David Kaiser and Jeff Arnold, who participated in this
year’s YBF Hundred Hole Golf Tournament (...yes they hit
the first ball out at 7:30 a.m. and finished up at 6:30 p.m.!).
Their participation helped to raise awareness of Centennial
and in addition raised funds to support YBF, thus strengthen-
ing this tremendous partnership.

CENTENNIAL INFANT & CHILD CENTRE FOUNDATION




MEET NOAH

Noah and his family
joined the ‘Centen-
nial family’ in Janu-
ary 2010.

They began receiv-
ing in-home early
intervention services
from Frances Ma-
honey, one of our 10
Early Intervention-
ists. Frances developed a plan for services after talking with
the family about their concerns for Noah, set goals and began
regular visits. She included one of Centennial’s Occupational
Therapists in a consulting role.

Noah with dad

As Noah and his parents
engaged with the early in-
tervention program, Frances
gradually referred them

to services and programs

in their local community.
Noah and his family were
introduced to an Early Years
Centre in Thorncliffe Park
by Frances. They attended
regularly to socialize with
other children and build
further skills, a perfect
transition to Centennial’s
preschool program!

Noah, dad Ray and Early
Interventionist Frances Mahoney at

Thorncliffe Park Early Years .
In September of this year

Noah began attending Cen-
tennial’s preschool program, travelling in one of the special
vans, driven by Ed. The morning program is specially facili-
tated by his teacher Sue Thatcher and the volunteers working
with him, ensuring that Noah receives maximum benefit from
all parts of the program.

Noah’s seamless transition
from our early intervention
program to preschool program
has been ideal, part of what
we strive for as we work with
families. We look forward

to watching Noah’s remark-
able progress and welcome
his family to the Centennial
family!

Noah, Hallowe’en at Centennial s
preschool

With The Watsons It’s A Family Affair

It’s hard to imagine being involved with Centennial and not
either bumping into or hearing about one of the Watsons (Art,
Carolyn, Jen, Tim and Scott). They have to be one of the
busiest families I have ever met, yet they always have time
for Centennial. No matter what else is going on in their lives,
and no matter what the request, they are always there to lend
a helping hand and have been for the last 26 years.

So why do they do it? They do it because they really believe
in Centennial and feel it is important not only as individuals,
but as a family to get involved and to give back, especially to
an organization they are so passionate about. Quite simply,
it’s who they are
as a family and for
them this is what a
family does.

Their involvement
extends to every
need of the orga-
nization whether
it be: Chairing the
Foundation Board
(Carolyn); serv-
ing on the Centre Board (Jen); volunteering at the School
(Carolyn,Tim, Scott and Jen); volunteering at every Centenni-
al Event (Art); Chairing the Centre Board (Carolyn); Chairing
and hosting the 40th Anniversary Recognition Evening (Art
and Carolyn); Chairing the Ladies Golf Committee (Carolyn);
flood cleanup and move (Art, Scott and Tim); serving on the
Gala Committee (Carolyn); actively fundraising on behalf of
Centennial (entire family); to mention only a few.

Part of the Watson clan with John Kimmel at the
CICC first annual curling bonspiel

Their passion and dedication to Centennial, as well as count-
less other extremely worthwhile causes, is an example for all
of us on how a family can make a difference in the lives of so
many others. Just ask anyone of them about Centennial and
you will hear the commitment and passion in their voices.
Their enthusiasm is infectious and in fact was one of the
major reasons why my wife and I became involved in Cen-
tennial. It’s impossible not to want to follow the exemplary
example they have set for all of us.

We hope that the Watsons’ enthusiasm for Centennial will be
inspirational to all!

written by Jeff Arnold, Foundation Board member
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Cherishing Children for over 4 Years

Notes from the
Executive Director

The past year has been a trans-
formative one in the field of
early learning in Ontario with

significant legislative changes
I taking place.
) X In November 2007, Dr. Charles
WS, : Pascal was appointed Special Advi-

sor on Early Learning by Premier
Dalton McGuinty. Pascal’s report ‘With
ol Our Best Future in Mind’ was released
in June 2009. Many recommendations were
made regarding improving education for children
up to 12 years and increasing support to young families. Some
of the significant changes include the Province’s decision to
extend kindergarten to full day beginning this fall, for 35,000
students. Full implementation will take place over five years.
The impact on Centennial’s kindergarten program is difficult
to determine at this early stage. Some families have expressed
their apprehension that all day kindergarten may be a challenge
for some children with special needs, if proper supports are not
put in place. Coincidentally or not, for the first time since we
started the program, there is a waiting list for our kindergarten
program.

Pascal’s report also recommends replacing many existing early
childhood programs with a consolidated network of ‘Best Start
Child and Family Centres’. The plan is for these new programs
to become “one stop” centres affiliated with schools. They
would provide a seamless system of full and part-time child-
care options, pre and post-natal supports, parent/child play
groups, parent resources and links to community resources as
well as early identification and intervention programs such as
Centennial’s.

The “18 Month Well Baby Visit” is also a new initiative
involving pediatricians and family doctors, who are expected
to complete a developmental screen of all infants turning 18
months. Early identification of possible developmental con-
cerns is a critical first step to ensuring that children receive the
early intervention that is necessary for their future develop-
ment.

We anticipate an increase in referrals to our Early Interven-
tion Program and have already hired an additional staff person,
through a generous private donation, allowing us to support 40-
50 more children annually for the next five years. At the same
time, despite the increasing pressure to support more children,
there has not been a government funding increase in over six
years.

There is much work still to be done, but these are exciting and
challenging times for our sector. Our hope for the families
and children we serve is that they will eventually have simple,
quick access to a coordinated system of support throughout
their children’s early years.

Barb Hannah
Executive Director

Thank y{ou to all of our friends who generously
support Centennial

Did you know?......
® that you can designate your United Way donation to Cen-
tennial (use our charitable registration number 89408 2437

RR0001)

® that our website now accepts your donation online and is-
sues you a tax receipt

® that over 30% of Centennial’s programs are NOT govern-
ment funded

® that our transportation services essential for access to our

preschool program costs $115,000 annually and is NOT gov-
ernment funded

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS
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Fairlawn United Church Grill
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