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I was once a York University 
student, interning at 

Centennial. Little did I know the impact 
Centennial would have on my family  
10 years later. It was from this experience 
at Centennial, that I decided on a career 
in Occupational Therapy working with 
children with different abilities.

Our son Lucas was diagnosed with a rare 
neurological condition, Sturge Weber 
Syndrome. Shortly after his diagnosis, 
he had his first very prolonged seizure 
episode that profoundly impacted his 
development. I called Centennial and 
Lucas was placed on the waitlist for the 
preschool and we were ecstatic, because  
I knew firsthand what a magical place  
it was.  

During the months leading up to the 
first day at Centennial, Lucas started to 
decline drastically. I felt that I was losing 
my son to this horrible condition, despite 
my background and experience. I was 
devastated not being able to help him, 
either as a therapist or as a mother.

I was nervous as Lucas started at the 
preschool. His seizures weren’t controlled; 
he lost half his vision; his right side was 
getting weaker. The staff, volunteers and 
therapists did everything to make sure 
he was safe. An emergency protocol was 
put in place. Epilepsy Toronto and the 
Canadian National Institute for the Blind 
were brought in to provide education and 
direction. Lucas was getting the best care 
and the staff was working as a team to 
bring out his strengths and abilities.  

Centennial gave me the opportunity to be 
Lucas’ mom and not his therapist. Lucas 

has been supported above and beyond 
my expectations… from patching his 
eye to learning sighted guide techniques 
to logging his daily seizure activity and 
adapting his environment to ensure his 
safety. 

Shortly after Lucas started at Centennial 
we made the difficult decision for Lucas 
to have brain surgery to give him a better 
quality of life. The staff listened and 
encouraged us on our decision. On his 
last day before Lucas’ surgery (the first 
International Sturge Weber Awareness 
day) the staff all showed their support by 
wearing blue and white ‘TEAM LUCAS’ 
t-shirts. I could barely contain my tears.

While Lucas was absent from Centennial 
for four months, the support did not stop 
as the teachers visited and collaborated 
with his rehabilitation team, ensuring a 
seamless transition back to the preschool.  

Today, Lucas is in his second year at 
Centennial! Our little boy is thriving. I 
just know that he is smiling and laughing 
every day at his school where he is in the 
most supportive environment possible.

Lizna Husnani-Puchta  (Lucas’ mom)

Lucas & his family!

    
    

    
    

 Fal l /W
inter 2014

news
                                                           

           
           

     building futures changing lives strengthening families

Help Centennial  
as we support 
many more 
children like  
Lucas!

Please donate 
generously this 
holiday season with 
the enclosed  
donation card 

Lucas pictured with his teachers



Centennial’s dynamic team of 8 early 

childhood developmental specialists and 

2 occupational therapists and a part-

time speech therapist provides in-home 

programming and education to families 

with babies and young children with 

developmental challenges.  

The team travels to all parts of the 

city of Toronto including ‘high priority 

communities’ where many families have 

limited access to needed resources. 

These critical services are provided at no 

cost to families, ensuring that they are 

able to have the program in their home 

and community, regardless of their 

socio-economic circumstances.

With expert care, knowledge and 

compassion, as well as collaboration 

with other community resources 

the Early Intervention Team helps to 

transform the futures for these children 

by providing the support to enable 

families to improve the development 

of their children and plan for a more 

optimistic future.

Dr. Paige Church, M.D., Director of the 

Neonatal Follow Up Clinic at Sunnybrook 

Health Sciences Centre speaks of 

Centennial’s Early Intervention services:

“Early Intervention is critical 
for children and families. 
It provides developmental 
programming at a time of active 
ongoing brain development 
within the first years of 
life. During this time, the 
opportunity for a change in 
trajectory is tremendous and 
the earlier initiated, the more 
likely to have an impact and 
yield the highest cost efficacy. 
Centennial has a long history 
of excellent community 
involvement, collaboration 
with the providers and other 
community resources, and 
has been incredible family 
advocates. Our children and 
their families are always better 
served with Centennial’s 
involvement!”.

Centennial’s Early Intervention 
Team: transforming futures!

	 Centennial 
gave 
me the 
strength 
not to fear 
what the 
future is 
going to 
bring my 
daughter.

– A parent speaks
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Pictured left: The Centennial  
Early Intervention Team
 
Front Row to Back Row: Jessie 
Kimmel, Mandeep Grewal-Barton,  
Beverley Davis, Magda Puchta, 
Lori McCrindle, Frances Mahoney, 
Barb Hannah, Lucy Patterson, Anna 
Blasczyk, Paula Sheldon, Margaret 
Malina, Ad Rosszell



A group of talented, energetic and generous young 

professionals has joined forces to raise awareness 

and funds for Centennial! Sense5 for CICC is the 

theme for their series of initiatives being held this 

year and next—each event highlighting one of 

the senses, relating to the challenges faced by the 

Centennial children.  

Events are planned to engage young people 

between 25-35 years, but welcome is extended to 

the whole Centennial community. To date Sense5 
for CICC have held: a ‘Pints and Paint’ event on the 

Danforth, a ‘Summer Social’ music night at the El 

Mocambo and a highly successful ‘Bites and Brews’ 

event at the Beer Academy.

Stay tuned in 2015 for their next fabulous event.

Please visit our website www.cicc.ca for event 

announcements and your emails for invitations!

“	There are few things in life as rewarding 
as ensuring a child has a bright future. 
At Centennial, our dedicated staff 
and volunteers work with our special 
children and their parents every day 
to develop their skills and confidence 
that accomplishes this. Serving on 
Centennial’s board is highly satisfying as 
it allows me to use my skills and business 
training to help many families in the 
Greater Toronto community.”                       

Karen Damley, Centennial Board Member

“ We are a stronger family with so 
many tools for the future, thanks to 
Centennial. You were our lifeline in 
many ways. You helped us and our little 
girl prepare for the future.”

Sherry Garner, mother of Maggie

“	I believe it’s important to raise 
awareness about the challenges that 
children with developmental disabilities 
face and the opportunities Centennial 
can provide. This small Centre continues 
to amaze me with its significant 
accomplishments, building futures for 
those who may otherwise have been 
ignored. Thanks to my Mum, Centennial 
has been part of my heart for over 15 
years and will continue to be part of my 
family’s life for many years to come.”

Diana McLachlan, Co-Chair CICC Young 
Professionals Group

“	As a Centennial volunteer for more 
than 20 years, I am still never certain 
who benefits most, the children or the 
volunteer! While assisting the children 
with their daily routines, we always 
learn something that enables us to 
move the children forward. Every day is 
an enriching experience as we engage 
with the children, teachers, volunteers 
and caring drivers who transport the 
children.”

Vickie Macrae, Centennial Volunteer

Sense5 for CICC – a generous gift  
to Centennial!

Why support Centennial?


