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Alessandra

A story of graduation and gratitude!

Alessandra is now four-years-old
and happily ensconced at Beverley
School, near the Art Gallery of
Ontario. She has Cornelia de
Lange Syndrome, which takes on
a few different manifestations, but
tends to signal universal delay and
problems with eating. Alessandra
has an Audrey Hepburn-esque
look, with lovely long limbs and
huge inquisitive eyes surrounded by
sweeping eyelashes. She is a doll.
At Centennial from 2013 to 2016,
she loved, and was greatly loved in
return by all the staff. As a family,
we were reluctant to move on
from the cozy community. As with
most transitions, we (read: me, her
mother) seemed to move through a
version of the four stages of grief!
1. Denial that she was old enough
to move on from Centennial;
2. anger that | couldn’t make time
stand still;
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3. bargaining for more time
at Centennial;

4. depression; and finally

5. acceptance of her
exciting new adventure at
Beverley School.

We smoothed over the rough
moments with retail therapy

in the form of a new pretty pink
wheel chair, new clothes and a
swimsuit for her thrice weekly school
swimming classes. | also began to
love the humour and care shown

by her new teachers and principal

at the Beverley School community.
When all the school buses were
having problems in the first weeks
of this school year, her principal at
Beverley sent an email to stressed-
out parents with the subject line
“the answer to our bus woes”. We
opened it to find a photograph of a
horse and cart. We are very grateful

for both Alessandra’s years at
Centennial and the years about to
unfold at Beverley. Loving hands all
around.

— Pamela & Howard

Donate generously
at www.cicc.ca




thank you CICC!

From February till
June 2016 | worked
at Centennial Infant
and Child Centre
as an international
student from
the Netherlands.
Applying for a
placement at
Centennial’s
preschool program
has been the best decision | have made so
far. What looked like a great place at first
ended up being the most amazing and
magical one | have ever seen.

From the very first moment | walked into
Centennial | knew that it was going to be
the perfect fit for me. The children were
so adorable and the atmosphere was very
warm and welcoming. While working at
Centennial | learned a lot about different
diagnoses and syndromes, | also learned
how to communicate with children in
different ways, how to simulate their
development in different areas and how
to work with a team of professionals. The
children attending the preschool program
are amazing and | will miss them all
greatly, not only because | helped them
master new skills, but also because they
helped me so much.

They showed me the importance of
celebrating every single victory in life, no
matter how small it might look and they
made me realize that anything is possible
as long as you keep trying. The staff that
works at Centennial Infant and Child
Centre is simply incredible. They did not
only answer all my questions and helped
me whenever needed, but they made me
realize the importance of always believing

in a child and his/her capabilities. To focus
on the things the child can do and to
reinforce their behavior in a positive way.

Getting to work with the volunteers

that come to Centennial each day was
very special. Some of them have been
volunteering for many years and others
just started, but every single volunteer was
so special and it was amazing to see their
passion and love for the children in the
Preschool Program.

As the time passed, | got more and more
excited about Centennial and in the end |
did not want to leave. | feel so fortunate
that Centennial gave me the opportunity
to make special bonds with the children,
to play, laugh and share love with them,
to work in a warm and welcoming team,
to meet a lot of amazing volunteers and
to learn so many new things. Doing an
internship at Centennial as an international
student has been such a worthwhile
experience for me and | would definitely
recommend it to any other student!

Working at Centennial did not only make
me grow as a professional, but it also
made me grow as a person and | am so
thankful to everyone who contributed

to that. | will take my experiences and
memories everywhere | go and | will
therefore always take a little bit of
Centennial with me!

Thank you Centennial
Infant and Child Centre
for giving me this life
changing opportunity, |
will never forget you!

Janne Swinkels
International student, Netherlands
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Please join
us on our
journey to a
new home
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With your
help we raised

) 2 $27,000!

Art Auction 2016

What a wonderful night at Centennial’s Art
Café. Good food, art and friends! Thank you
for your immense support of Centennial’s
children and families.

Great fooq!
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CENTENNIAL
CELEBRATES YEARS
SEPTEMBER 2017

Have ideas you want to share?
We are looking for party space.
Know any alumnis?




Thank you for powering the children and
fFamilies of Centennial with your generous support

Powering
Potential
Campaign
donors

Atif, Ayub

Attanasio, Laura
Dottori & Mark

Beatty, Adam & Rachel
Bhat, Sneha
Bond-Gorr, Debra
Benham, Chris
Borissova, Danielle
Clark, Ed & Fran

CIBC Children’s
Foundation

Chinery, Susan & Bill
Coupal, Charles
Dotorri-Attanasio, Laura
Ernst, Mark

Gibson, Craig & Carol
Gravel, Monique
Hannah, Barb
Kohn, Iris

Mol, Kevin

Moyer, Michael
Mitz, Rory
McCrindle, Lori
Murray, Suzanne
Navdeep, Dhaliwal
Robbins, Jacqui
Schlumpf, Ron
Spiropoulos, Takis
St-Onge, Mark

TD Bank

Watson, Matthew
Watson, Jen
Watson, Tim
Wildgoose, Julie

pOwering

the campaign for centennial kids

Annual donations April 2015 - May 2016

$50,000 +

Anonymous

Clark Family Foundation
Winberg, Milton

Yellow Bus Foundation

$25,000 +

Anonymous

CIBC Children’s
Foundation

$10,000 +
Black, Bradley

Cass, Christie

DAC Foundation for
People with Special
Needs

Down Syndrome
Association of Toronto

Foster Charitable
Foundation, Harry E.

Gluskin Charitable
Foundation, Ira Gluskin
& Maxine Granovsky

GMP Securities L.P.

TD Securities
Underwriting Hope Fund

$5000 +

Barnett, Karen

Barrett Family
Foundation

Cass, Christie
Chinery, Susan & Bill
Lunan Foundation,
George

Macrae, Victoria

Maitland Foundation,
Alice and Murray

McGregor, Yvonne
Mol, Kevin
RBC Foundation

Toskan-Casale
Foundation

$1000 +

Anonymous

Blake, Cassels &
Graydon LLP

BMO Financial Group

Campbell, Judith &
Thomas Nigel

Christie, Kathleen
Coupal, Charles
Culnan, Therese
Damley, Karen
Davidson, John & Nancy
Dentons Canada LLP
Dhaliwal, Navdeep
Dorri, Sepanta

Dow, John

Exshaw, Christian

Fine, Randi

Finlay, John

Friedman, Alan

Forest Hill Lions Club
Fuchs, Mary Pat

Gibson, Carol & R. Craig
Hunt, Erica Baron & Ken

Jordan and Lynne Elliott
Family Foundation

Keilhauer, Mike

Kennedy, Marsha &
David

Leland Foundation Inc.
Leon, Robert & Maureen
Levitt, Howard & Pamela
Littlejohn, Gordon

LW.W. Children’s
Foundation

McLean Foundation
Macrae, Victoria
Mariano Elia Foundation
Miller Thomson LLP
Mitz, Rory
QO'Brien-Girard, Bill &
Terri

Ouellette, Julia & Gilles
Piccininni, John

Rand Kildare Foundation
Red Robin Foundation

Richardson GMP
Sit, Christina
Starkman, Deborah

Steed & Evans Holdings
Inc.,

Sterling Karamar
Property Managment

Szego, Bill & Gail
Tang, Eddie

The Willowool
Foundation

Thomas Large & Singer
INC

TMX

Tolias, Christina
Vestby, Acushla
Walters, Lenore

Watson, William &
Barbara

WB Family Foundation
Yeung, Yvonne

$500 +
American Women'’s Club
of Toronto

Anonymous
Angels Gate Winery

Aqueduct Foundation —
Horn Family Fund

Ash, Elizabeth & William
Atif, Ayub

Beatty, William
Bond-Gorr, Debra

Chan, Alan

Colguhoun, Mary Louise
Crawford, David

Da Silva , Fernando &
Nathalie

Devlin, Carol & Timothy
Ferreri, Marcel

Fiera Capital, David
Pennycook

Forbes, Louis

Four Corners Group
Fuchs, Mary Pat
Golombek, Jamie

Henry, Jacqueline
Hess, Julie
Hunt, Trevor

Kaiser Lachance
Communications

Khullar, Vik

Kim, Esther Choe &
Mr. Justin

Kumaresan, Sugi and
Sugarna

Levitt, Howard & Pamela
Leonard, Mark

Lowidt Foundation, The
Lysander Funds Limited
Meehan, Patrick

Miller, Audrey & Brian
Norgate, Bill & Kerry

O'Reilly, Michelle &
Jamie

Patel, Rachna
Paterson, Mary Jane
Pelletier, David & Liz
RBC

Ridout, Derek & Margo
Saldaris, Demetra
Seed, Nicholas & Jane
Sheppard, Kristen
Southam, Christopher

Sterling Karamar
Property Management

Taub, Jordan

Thornhill Golf &
Country Club

The Printing House
Walker, Janet

Watson, Carolyn & Art
Yeung, Yvonne

Monthly donors
Andrada, Theresa

Damley, Karen
Symons, Margaret
Wildgoose, Julie

Centennial
Infant and
Child Centre
Foundation

1580 Yonge Street
Toronto, ON MA4T 178
416.935.1200
wwWw.cicc.ca


http://www.cicc.ca
http://www.cicc.ca/foundation/
https://twitter.com/centennialskids



