
                                                       
              

             
    building futures changing lives strengthening families

             50th Anniversary Edition

Thank you to all our donors for the past 50 years for powering the 
children and families of Centennial with your generous support  

Powering Potential  
Campaign donors
Attanasio, Mark & Laura Dottori

Beatty, Adam & Rachel

Bhat, Sneha

BMO Financial Group

Blaszczyk, Anna

Bond-Gorr, Debra

Clark, Ed & Fran

Clarke, Kim

CIBC Children’s Foundation

Chinery, Susan & Bill

Coupal, Charles

Damley, Karen

Dales Murray, Suzanne

Gibson, Craig & Carol

Hannah, Barb

Hristovski, Aleks

Kohn, Iris

Keillor, Candy

Marsh, Christopher

Moyer, Michael

McCrindle, Lori

Reimer, Susan

Robbins, Jacqui

Rosszell, Adrienne

Sheldon, Paula

Steve and Sally Stavro  
Family Foundation

TD Bank Group

Wallace, John & Erminia

Watson, Jennifer

Watson, Timothy

Wildgoose, Julie

Wong, Calene

1580 Yonge Street
Toronto, ON  M4T 1Z8
416.935.1200
www.cicc.ca

Annual donations April 2016 – May 2017   

 $50,000 +
Attanasio, Laura  
Dottori & Mark

Clark Family Foundation

BMO Financial Group

$25,000 +
CIBC Children’s  
Foundation

Moyer, Michael &  
Patricia Mastromatteo

TD Bank Group 

$10,000 +
Chinery, Bill & Susan

Coupal, Charles

Damley, Karen

Foster Charitable  
Foundation, Harry E.

Marsh, Christopher

$5000 +
Bank of Nova Scotia

Barnett, Karen

Barrett Family  
Foundation

Cass, Christie

Christie, Kathleen

Gibson, Craig & Carol

Lunan Foundation, George

McGregor, Yvonne

The Willowool  
Foundation

Toskan-Casale  
Foundation

Vaquero, Victor

$1000 +
American Women’s Club of 
Toronto

Anonymous

Beatty, Adam & Rachel

BMO Financial Group

CIBC 

COMART Foundation

Dhaliwal, Navdeep

Fine, Randi

Forbes, Louis

Fuchs, Mary Pat

Hannah, Barb

Hardisty, Mark

Kennedy, Marsha & David

Leland Foundation Inc.

Leon, Robert and  
Maureen

Levitt, Howard & Pamela

Littlejohn, Gordon

L.W.W. Children’s  
Foundation

Macrae, Victoria

Mariano Elia Foundation

Mitz, Rory

Ouellette, Julia & Gilles

Picov, Josh

Rand Kildare Foundation

Red Robin Foundation at the 
Strategic Charitable Giving 
Foundation

Richardson GMP

Rimmer, Susan

Sit, Christina

Starkman, Deborah

Seed, Nicholas & Jane

Steed & Evans Holdings Inc., 

Sterling Karamar  
Property Management

Steve & Sally Stavro Family 
Foundation

Tang, Eddie

Thomas Large &  
Singer INC

Turner, Mike

Walters, Lenore

Watson, Carol & Art

WB Family Foundation 

$500 + 
Anonymous

Ash, William

Bond-Gorr, Debra

Culnan, Therese

Duff, Graeme

El-Behairy, Adham

Fernando, Da Silva

Hristovski, Aleks

Hunt, Erica Baron & Ken

Ibanescu, Dumitru & Raluca 
Margareta

Lauze, Benoit

Meehan, Patrick

Norgate, Bill & Kerry

Pelletier, David and Liz

Pearson, Hilary

Pike, Alexandria

Ridout, Derek & Margo

Robins, Jacqui

Sarjeant, Sally

Thomas Large & Singer Inc

The Printing House

Watson, William & Barbara

Monthly donors
Margaret Symons

Ashley Ritchie

Andrada, Theresa

Damley, Karen

Wildgoose, Julie

We had so much fun 
celebrating our end-of-year/
birthday bash with you 
on Friday, June 16. Food 
trucks, bubbles, music, face 
painting and community!
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Park Baptist Church for  
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Founders Award
To commemorate 

Centennial’s 
50th Anniversary, and to 
permanently honour our 
Founders, Mary Ham and 
Pat Littlejohn and their 
children Jane and Mark, the 
Foundation has created a new 
annual award, which will be 
presented for the first time 
at the Founders Dinner on 
October 19, 2017.

The award will be presented 
on an annual basis to a 
person(s), or organization 
who exemplifies the spirit of 
the Founders who saw an 
unmet need, and simply did 
what was necessary to fill it. 

That identified need 
continues to be met today 
by Centennial thanks to the 
never-ending support of 
committed staff, dedicated 
volunteers and donors. 

The award will be presented 
at the dinner by  founder 
Mary Ham and Gord 
Littlejohn, spouse of our 
other founder Pat Littlejohn 
to our first ever recipients. 
We are thrilled that they are 
able to be part of this historic 
occasion as we celebrate the 
past and share exciting news 
with what the future holds 
for the dream they had for 
their children.

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE OUR 

50th Anniversary  
AND HONOUR OUR FOUNDERS

CENTENNIAL INFANT AND CHILD CENTRE  
FOUNDATION FOUNDERS DINNER

Thursday, October 19th, 2017
6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

The Capital Theatre
2200 Yonge Street (West Side) North of Eglinton

Tickets are $150.00
Seating is Limited! 

Purchase tickets at www.cicc.ca
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‘72

80% operating 
subsidy was 
provided under the 
Day Nurseries Act. 
Developmental classes 
started in Beverly, 
Lawson and Seneca. 

‘74

There were 16 
children in preschool 
between 2 ½  to 
5 years of age. 
Children were 
looked at individually 
to determine if 
Centennial should 
keep the child until 
they were 6 years 
old. Home visits were 
considered for the  
first time.

‘75
 

Infant program 
(forerunner of today’s 
Early Intervention 
Program) was 
introduced to visit 
children between the 
ages of 5 – 7 months 
in their home. Parents 
were then taught how 
to work with their 
child for 10 weeks.

‘76

Biggest fundraising 
to date. $10,000 was 
donated towards two 
years of the infant 
program. We were 
refused funding from 
the Ministry for the 
infant program. 

‘67

By January 1967 there were  
5 children in the school. In 
March there were 7, and 
November we had 11. We  
had 35 volunteers a week.

‘68

We could accommodate  
10 – 20 children, while we 
used two rooms in the church 
upstairs and in the basement.

‘69

$35/month  
to attend 
preschool
Two university students  
started placements.

1967 – 2017 
With no other preschools in Toronto, we were told ‘there  
are no retarded children in North Toronto and you will fail’ 
On July 29th, the school incorporates as Centennial Nursery 
School for Retarded Children. 

CICC HIGHLIGHTS

‘78

Name 
change to 
Centennial 
Nursery 
School

‘79

Wheel-Trans started 
in Toronto. Letter of 
intent sent to Ministry. 
We received approval 
in principle and the 
funds were promised 
for 1980. Centennial 
became registered as a 
charity.

‘85

We requested expansion of 
program to 25 – 30 children. 
Increased boundaries to serve 
families in North York and 
Scarborough.

‘86

Centennial’s 
first computer 

‘89

Ellen Brackstone received the 
Lieutenant Governors award. 
Preschool and Infant program 
were both listed under the 
Ministry of Community 
and Social Services. Parent 
position on Board began.

1980s
‘80

Budget was set at $9400. 
Children were visited 
biweekly. 2-way notebooks 
from school and home 
were initiated. Pamphlets 
were sent to doctors  
at Sick Kids with 
immediate responses.

‘81

Speech and Language 
consultant funded by 
Government for half day 
a week. First time center 
actively fund raised with  
a surplus of $16,000 at 
year end.

‘83

Waiting list was started. 
Down Syndrome 
Association Toronto  
was formed.

‘84

Name change 
to Centennial 
Infant and 
Child Centre 

‘90

Discussion 
started 
around 
moving 
locations. 

‘91

First visit to Riverdale 
zoo. We were approved 
$40,000 funds 
from Ministry. First 
application to Trillium 
was submitted.

‘93

We had 24 children 
in preschool. Families 
asked to pay $2.50 a 
day if parents didn’t 
stay as volunteers. 
There were 4 integrated 
children in the 
classroom 3 days a 
week. 85 infants in 
Infant program. Plans 
to raise $800,000 for 
a new building. Big 
Balloon fund raiser 
campaign kick off.

‘94

CICC parents 
desired an afternoon 
program. Application 
to have a foundation 
was created.

‘95

Foundation 
incorporated after 
applied federally.

‘96

Ronald McDonald 
Children’s Charity 
promised $16,000 for 
Snoozelen Room. Golf 
Tournament made 
$26,5000. Property 
at 1580 Yonge Street 
was found Nov 18, 
1996. Foundation 
responsible for 
fundraising and 
donations. They will 
own the new site. 

‘97

We had strong 
support from Christ 
Church Deer park. 
Open house at 
1580 Yonge Street. 
Furniture donated 
by Rolls Royce and 
Guardian Capital. 
Preschool program 
transferred from the 
province to the city of 
Toronto. 

‘98

Third floor of building 
was rented to Rolfer, 
Shiatsu Therapist and 
MADD Canada. Down 
Syndrome of Toronto 
rented the large front 
room. Elevator was 
installed.

‘99

The infant program 
had a Nurse Educator 
seeing families. 
We saw improved 
volunteer numbers 
with new presence 
in the community. 
We had 6 Ryerson 
students each term. 

2000s
‘00

27 children in 
preschool. 57 Children 
on waitlist. 5 new 
developmental clinics 
opened in the city. 
Littlejohn endowment 
was created.

‘02

External elevator 
added to building. 

‘03

Afternoon Preschool 
program passed 
by Board. Building 
flooded November 
16th from 3rd floor 
sprinklers. Website 
created in June. Pat 
Littlejohn Endowment 
Fund started.

‘04

Snoezelen 
room 
completed

‘05

Special Needs Resource 
Consultation program 
started with one staff 
member. Infant Program 
changed it’s name 
to Early Intervention 
Program.

 
‘06

Afternoon kindergarten 
program began with 8 
students. CICC selected 
as one of 9 agencies 
to test a government 
sponsored client 
database – CYSIS – 
been using ever since.

‘07

We celebrated 40th 
anniversary with 
an Appreciation 
Dinner and Fun 
Fair attended by 
hundreds of CICC 
alumnae. Preschool 
Manager and Centre 
Operations position 
created – Kim 
Clarke joined CICC. 
Accessible ramp built 
at front of building 
Three-year Strategic 
Plan completed. 
8-year partnership 
with Yellow Bus 
Foundation begins.

‘08

New Early 
Intervention Intake 
Coordinator position 
created with five 
years’ start-up 
funding from private 
donor. Kindergarten 
at capacity for 
afternoon.

‘09

All day kindergarten 
begins phase-in 
throughout Ontario. 
Early Intervention 
Intake Coordinator 
position restructured 
to Manager role. 
Inaugural curling 
bonspiel fundraiser.

2010s

‘10

18-month Well Baby 
Visit introduced in 
Province (all children 
at 18 months to 
be screened for 
developmental 
delays). CICC  
was rated as Low 
Risk by Province. We 
were featured on  
Global TV.

‘11

Julie Hess, a CICC 
volunteer was 
honoured for 35 
years of service. 
Parent/child 
drop-in for new 
preschool families 
begins in August. 
Reviewed future 
of transportation 
and kindergarten 
program. 

‘12

Building Committee 
was established to 
consider purchase of 
larger facility due to 
crowded conditions.

‘13

Kindergarten 
program replaced 
with afternoon 
preschool (same as 
morning program). 
Service delivery 
model was  
re-organized in 
Early Intervention 
to address growing 
waitlist. Volunteer 
Coordinator position 
became fulltime. 
Needs Assessment of 
building completed 
by Montgomery 
Sisam Architects.

‘14

New Mission 
Statement for 
Centre. New 
Teaching Assistant 
position was created 
with funds from City 
– needs of children 
became more 
medically complex 
with increased 
support required.

Foundation hired 
a fulltime Chief 
Development 
Officer to lead 
the campaign for 
a new building. 
Transportation 
program cancelled 
due to rising costs, 
risks to children 
and liability 
concerns. ECE 
student placements   
increase to 40  
per year.

‘16

Ellen Brackstone 
honoured for 35 
years of volunteer 
service. Target of 
$10 million set by 
Foundation for 
new building and 
endowment fund 
to sustain CICC for 
many years to come.

Graduating class 1997

1990s

‘17

More than  
120 volunteers 
dedicated their 
time to CICC 
kids every week. 
Capital Campaign 
reached $3.2 
million by June.

‘15

the 70s  
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used two rooms in the church 
upstairs and in the basement.

‘69

$35/month  
to attend 
preschool
Two university students  
started placements.

1967 – 2017 
With no other preschools in Toronto, we were told ‘there  
are no retarded children in North Toronto and you will fail’ 
On July 29th, the school incorporates as Centennial Nursery 
School for Retarded Children. 

CICC HIGHLIGHTS

‘78

Name 
change to 
Centennial 
Nursery 
School

‘79

Wheel-Trans started 
in Toronto. Letter of 
intent sent to Ministry. 
We received approval 
in principle and the 
funds were promised 
for 1980. Centennial 
became registered as a 
charity.

‘85

We requested expansion of 
program to 25 – 30 children. 
Increased boundaries to serve 
families in North York and 
Scarborough.

‘86

Centennial’s 
first computer 

‘89

Ellen Brackstone received the 
Lieutenant Governors award. 
Preschool and Infant program 
were both listed under the 
Ministry of Community 
and Social Services. Parent 
position on Board began.

1980s
‘80

Budget was set at $9400. 
Children were visited 
biweekly. 2-way notebooks 
from school and home 
were initiated. Pamphlets 
were sent to doctors  
at Sick Kids with 
immediate responses.

‘81

Speech and Language 
consultant funded by 
Government for half day 
a week. First time center 
actively fund raised with  
a surplus of $16,000 at 
year end.

‘83

Waiting list was started. 
Down Syndrome 
Association Toronto  
was formed.

‘84

Name change 
to Centennial 
Infant and 
Child Centre 

‘90

Discussion 
started 
around 
moving 
locations. 

‘91

First visit to Riverdale 
zoo. We were approved 
$40,000 funds 
from Ministry. First 
application to Trillium 
was submitted.

‘93

We had 24 children 
in preschool. Families 
asked to pay $2.50 a 
day if parents didn’t 
stay as volunteers. 
There were 4 integrated 
children in the 
classroom 3 days a 
week. 85 infants in 
Infant program. Plans 
to raise $800,000 for 
a new building. Big 
Balloon fund raiser 
campaign kick off.

‘94

CICC parents 
desired an afternoon 
program. Application 
to have a foundation 
was created.

‘95

Foundation 
incorporated after 
applied federally.

‘96

Ronald McDonald 
Children’s Charity 
promised $16,000 for 
Snoozelen Room. Golf 
Tournament made 
$26,5000. Property 
at 1580 Yonge Street 
was found Nov 18, 
1996. Foundation 
responsible for 
fundraising and 
donations. They will 
own the new site. 

‘97

We had strong 
support from Christ 
Church Deer park. 
Open house at 
1580 Yonge Street. 
Furniture donated 
by Rolls Royce and 
Guardian Capital. 
Preschool program 
transferred from the 
province to the city of 
Toronto. 

‘98

Third floor of building 
was rented to Rolfer, 
Shiatsu Therapist and 
MADD Canada. Down 
Syndrome of Toronto 
rented the large front 
room. Elevator was 
installed.

‘99

The infant program 
had a Nurse Educator 
seeing families. 
We saw improved 
volunteer numbers 
with new presence 
in the community. 
We had 6 Ryerson 
students each term. 

2000s
‘00

27 children in 
preschool. 57 Children 
on waitlist. 5 new 
developmental clinics 
opened in the city. 
Littlejohn endowment 
was created.

‘02

External elevator 
added to building. 

‘03

Afternoon Preschool 
program passed 
by Board. Building 
flooded November 
16th from 3rd floor 
sprinklers. Website 
created in June. Pat 
Littlejohn Endowment 
Fund started.

‘04

Snoezelen 
room 
completed

‘05

Special Needs Resource 
Consultation program 
started with one staff 
member. Infant Program 
changed it’s name 
to Early Intervention 
Program.

 
‘06

Afternoon kindergarten 
program began with 8 
students. CICC selected 
as one of 9 agencies 
to test a government 
sponsored client 
database – CYSIS – 
been using ever since.

‘07

We celebrated 40th 
anniversary with 
an Appreciation 
Dinner and Fun 
Fair attended by 
hundreds of CICC 
alumnae. Preschool 
Manager and Centre 
Operations position 
created – Kim 
Clarke joined CICC. 
Accessible ramp built 
at front of building 
Three-year Strategic 
Plan completed. 
8-year partnership 
with Yellow Bus 
Foundation begins.

‘08

New Early 
Intervention Intake 
Coordinator position 
created with five 
years’ start-up 
funding from private 
donor. Kindergarten 
at capacity for 
afternoon.

‘09

All day kindergarten 
begins phase-in 
throughout Ontario. 
Early Intervention 
Intake Coordinator 
position restructured 
to Manager role. 
Inaugural curling 
bonspiel fundraiser.

2010s

‘10

18-month Well Baby 
Visit introduced in 
Province (all children 
at 18 months to 
be screened for 
developmental 
delays). CICC  
was rated as Low 
Risk by Province. We 
were featured on  
Global TV.

‘11

Julie Hess, a CICC 
volunteer was 
honoured for 35 
years of service. 
Parent/child 
drop-in for new 
preschool families 
begins in August. 
Reviewed future 
of transportation 
and kindergarten 
program. 

‘12

Building Committee 
was established to 
consider purchase of 
larger facility due to 
crowded conditions.

‘13

Kindergarten 
program replaced 
with afternoon 
preschool (same as 
morning program). 
Service delivery 
model was  
re-organized in 
Early Intervention 
to address growing 
waitlist. Volunteer 
Coordinator position 
became fulltime. 
Needs Assessment of 
building completed 
by Montgomery 
Sisam Architects.

‘14

New Mission 
Statement for 
Centre. New 
Teaching Assistant 
position was created 
with funds from City 
– needs of children 
became more 
medically complex 
with increased 
support required.

Foundation hired 
a fulltime Chief 
Development 
Officer to lead 
the campaign for 
a new building. 
Transportation 
program cancelled 
due to rising costs, 
risks to children 
and liability 
concerns. ECE 
student placements   
increase to 40  
per year.

‘16

Ellen Brackstone 
honoured for 35 
years of volunteer 
service. Target of 
$10 million set by 
Foundation for 
new building and 
endowment fund 
to sustain CICC for 
many years to come.

Graduating class 1997

1990s

‘17

More than  
120 volunteers 
dedicated their 
time to CICC 
kids every week. 
Capital Campaign 
reached $3.2 
million by June.

‘15

the 70s  
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Thank you to all our donors for the past 50 years for powering the 
children and families of Centennial with your generous support  

Powering Potential  
Campaign donors
Attanasio, Mark & Laura Dottori

Beatty, Adam & Rachel

Bhat, Sneha

BMO Financial Group

Blaszczyk, Anna

Bond-Gorr, Debra

Clark, Ed & Fran

Clarke, Kim

CIBC Children’s Foundation

Chinery, Susan & Bill

Coupal, Charles

Damley, Karen

Dales Murray, Suzanne

Gibson, Craig & Carol

Hannah, Barb

Hristovski, Aleks

Kohn, Iris

Keillor, Candy

Marsh, Christopher

Moyer, Michael

McCrindle, Lori

Reimer, Susan

Robbins, Jacqui

Rosszell, Adrienne

Sheldon, Paula

Steve and Sally Stavro  
Family Foundation

TD Bank Group

Wallace, John & Erminia

Watson, Jennifer

Watson, Timothy

Wildgoose, Julie

Wong, Calene

1580 Yonge Street
Toronto, ON  M4T 1Z8
416.935.1200
www.cicc.ca

Annual donations April 2016 – May 2017   

 $50,000 +
Attanasio, Laura  
Dottori & Mark

Clark Family Foundation

BMO Financial Group

$25,000 +
CIBC Children’s  
Foundation

Moyer, Michael &  
Patricia Mastromatteo

TD Bank Group 

$10,000 +
Chinery, Bill & Susan

Coupal, Charles

Damley, Karen

Foster Charitable  
Foundation, Harry E.

Marsh, Christopher

$5000 +
Bank of Nova Scotia

Barnett, Karen

Barrett Family  
Foundation

Cass, Christie

Christie, Kathleen

Gibson, Craig & Carol

Lunan Foundation, George

McGregor, Yvonne

The Willowool  
Foundation

Toskan-Casale  
Foundation

Vaquero, Victor

$1000 +
American Women’s Club of 
Toronto

Anonymous

Beatty, Adam & Rachel

BMO Financial Group

CIBC 

COMART Foundation

Dhaliwal, Navdeep

Fine, Randi

Forbes, Louis

Fuchs, Mary Pat

Hannah, Barb

Hardisty, Mark

Kennedy, Marsha & David

Leland Foundation Inc.

Leon, Robert and  
Maureen

Levitt, Howard & Pamela

Littlejohn, Gordon

L.W.W. Children’s  
Foundation

Macrae, Victoria

Mariano Elia Foundation

Mitz, Rory

Ouellette, Julia & Gilles

Picov, Josh

Rand Kildare Foundation

Red Robin Foundation at the 
Strategic Charitable Giving 
Foundation

Richardson GMP

Rimmer, Susan

Sit, Christina

Starkman, Deborah

Seed, Nicholas & Jane

Steed & Evans Holdings Inc., 

Sterling Karamar  
Property Management

Steve & Sally Stavro Family 
Foundation

Tang, Eddie

Thomas Large &  
Singer INC

Turner, Mike

Walters, Lenore

Watson, Carol & Art

WB Family Foundation 

$500 + 
Anonymous

Ash, William

Bond-Gorr, Debra

Culnan, Therese

Duff, Graeme

El-Behairy, Adham

Fernando, Da Silva

Hristovski, Aleks

Hunt, Erica Baron & Ken

Ibanescu, Dumitru & Raluca 
Margareta

Lauze, Benoit

Meehan, Patrick

Norgate, Bill & Kerry

Pelletier, David and Liz

Pearson, Hilary

Pike, Alexandria

Ridout, Derek & Margo

Robins, Jacqui

Sarjeant, Sally

Thomas Large & Singer Inc

The Printing House

Watson, William & Barbara

Monthly donors
Margaret Symons

Ashley Ritchie

Andrada, Theresa

Damley, Karen

Wildgoose, Julie

We had so much fun 
celebrating our end-of-year/
birthday bash with you 
on Friday, June 16. Food 
trucks, bubbles, music, face 
painting and community!

Thank you to Yorkminster 
Park Baptist Church for  
use of the park.

Charitable Registration # 89408 2437 RR0001

Founders Award
To commemorate 

Centennial’s 
50th Anniversary, and to 
permanently honour our 
Founders, Mary Ham and 
Pat Littlejohn and their 
children Jane and Mark, the 
Foundation has created a new 
annual award, which will be 
presented for the first time 
at the Founders Dinner on 
October 19, 2017.

The award will be presented 
on an annual basis to a 
person(s), or organization 
who exemplifies the spirit of 
the Founders who saw an 
unmet need, and simply did 
what was necessary to fill it. 

That identified need 
continues to be met today 
by Centennial thanks to the 
never-ending support of 
committed staff, dedicated 
volunteers and donors. 

The award will be presented 
at the dinner by  founder 
Mary Ham and Gord 
Littlejohn, spouse of our 
other founder Pat Littlejohn 
to our first ever recipients. 
We are thrilled that they are 
able to be part of this historic 
occasion as we celebrate the 
past and share exciting news 
with what the future holds 
for the dream they had for 
their children.

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE OUR 

50th Anniversary  
AND HONOUR OUR FOUNDERS

CENTENNIAL INFANT AND CHILD CENTRE  
FOUNDATION FOUNDERS DINNER

Thursday, October 19th, 2017
6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

The Capital Theatre
2200 Yonge Street (West Side) North of Eglinton

Tickets are $150.00
Seating is Limited! 

Purchase tickets at www.cicc.ca

 




